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Welcome     
Colorado to



5

With great pleasure, we welcome you to the Americas Competitiveness 
Exchange (ACE) in Colorado, where nature meets high tech to 
spark innovation! With over 300 days of sunshine each year and 
entrepreneurial activity around every corner, Colorado is sure to be 
an outstanding host as one of the fastest growing states in the United 
States with a globally recognized innovation ecosystem while being 
one of the premier places to live in the country. 

You were selected from an extremely competitive pool of regional and 
global leaders to participate in this new edition of the ACE program, 
which is designed to build networks and connect talent, share good 
practices, geared towards generating opportunities for expanding and 
exploring connections between our economies. 

The ACE plays a major role in strengthening regional and global ties by 
building on experiences, initiatives and models that work, in order to 
boost jobs for individuals across the Americas and the world. Since 2014, 
the ACE program has been an important mechanism for expanding 
trade and commerce between participating economies, promoting 
collaboration among participating stakeholders and accelerating 
business prospects. 

Colorado’s distinctive experiences will be openly shared with ACE 
participants, with the objective of making you benefit from our past, 
present, and planned economic development-related initiatives, and that 
everyone of you benefit by incentivizing and promoting collaboration, 
commercial ties, and win-win R&D among other objectives which will 
result in significant and long-term economic growth for all participating 
parties of the region and beyond.

We look forward to working with all of you in this new experience! 

The ACE Committee

Dear ACE      

Participants



A little bit of history… 
The Americas Competitiveness Exchange (ACE) was created in 2014 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. Department of State 
and the Organization of American States (OAS) to showcase first-
hand successful examples of entrepreneurship, innovation, strategic 
investments and public-private partnerships from a specific region/
country within the Americas and other regions that contribute to 
economic development at the local, regional, and national levels. 

The ACE has become the Premier Economic Development, Innovation, 
and Entrepreneurial Network of the Americas and is one of the leading 
High–Level programs of the Organization of American States (OAS) for 
the promotion of better innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystems 
in the Americas and beyond. It is one of the main initiatives of the 
Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC), in which the OAS 
serves as Technical Secretariat.

The RIAC is a regional platform that brings together High-Level 
Authorities and other key stakeholders leading the Competitiveness, 
Innovation, and Economic Development agendas of the 34 Member 
States of the Organization of American States (OAS). The RIAC 
promotes policy dialogue, exchange of experiences and collaborative 
initiatives among decision-makers from the public, private, and 
academic sectors to foster inclusive and sustainable economic 
development in the Americas.
     
Through knowledge-sharing, accelerating partnerships, and 
strengthening projects, the ACE program is committed to improving 
economic development, innovation, entrepreneurship ecosystems, 
and competitiveness performance in the Americas and other regions.
     
The ACE Committee is comprised of the Government of the United 
States, through the U.S. Department of Commerce [the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) in coordination with the 
International Trade Administration (ITA) and the U.S. Department 
of State (DOS) [Permanent Mission of the U.S. to the OAS]; and the 
Organization of American States (OAS) Technical Secretariat of the 
RIAC, under the leadership of the Government of Ecuador as current 
Chair Pro Tempore. 
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ACE Georgia, North 
and South Carolina  
(United States)
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The ACE is  Leading Change!
More than 10,000 authorities/officials and experts have engaged in the 
ACE since its inception in 2014, including the globally selected, high-level 
delegates who have participated and benefited from it.

 
Global impact programs that have emerged as a result of the ACE 
program include the following:

The incorporation of Aerospacefy LLC 
in Puerto Rico, an aerospace company 
subsidiary to the Brazilian company Orbital 
Engenharia S.A. after ACE Puerto Rico;

The development of a strategic plan 
for the Logistics Sector of the State of 
Hidalgo, Mexico, through a collaboration 
with the Georgia Institute of Technology; 

The installation of The Ithaka Center 
of Entrepreneurship and Innovation at 
the Catholic University of Uruguay (UCU), 
modeled after U.S. innovation centers; 

The creation of new jobs in Wisconsin, 
United States, through the establishment 
of new trade networks with Argentina and 
Mexico;

The Launch of Haiti’s first Incubator 
Center for Technological Innovation 
(ALPHA Haiti) modeled after U.S. and 
Mexico incubators and supported by ACE 
leaders; 

The consolidation of a $10M research 
and development program to support 
innovation ventures between Brazil and 
Israel;

A compatible cluster map of the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico, to better 
inform policymakers;

The creation of four new  Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Centers at 
UNITEC Honduras University inspired by 
California’s best practices and models; 

The implementation of a “Seed Capital 
for Biotechnological Entrepreneurs” 
project by the National Agency for 
Research and Innovation of Uruguay, 
based on U.S. models and Economic 
Development Administration programs; 

The establishment of a Memorandum 
of Understanding between Argentina and 
Germany for joint funding of research 
and development projects for Small and 
Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs);

The establishment of the “Fondéate” 
program which supports early stage 
companies and raises awareness about 
the importance of intelligent financing in 
Cali, Colombia, inspired by innovation hubs 
in Texas; 

The creation of the “ICT Incubator 
& Accelerator of the ProBogota Region 
(BICTIA)” in Colombia inspired by 
Cordoba’s Argentina innovation hubs; 

The launch of soft-landing support 
service in Mexico for Guatemalan 
companies after learning about Florida’s 
business development models;

The consolidation of a cooperation 
agreement between the Catholic 
University of Santiago de Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, and the United States-Mexico 
Foundation for Science (FUMEC) to 
support the creation of the business 
incubator and implement  innovation-
driven programs to accelerate SMEs in 
Ecuador.

The acceleration of Vozy, a telecom 
company, in Parallel 18 in Puerto Rico, U.S., 
which was incorporated in the U.S. and 
later expanded its operations into other 
counties in Latin America.

The expansion of a Mentors Network 
from Chile to Latin America to support 
SMEs.

#ACXchange
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Colorado:      
General Overview
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During a week-long program, top decision-makers from the public, private, 
and academic sectors,  as well as NGOs will learn from Colorado’s successful 
models and strategies to advance business development, trade, investment, 
and partnership opportunities. 

Colorado ranks first in the United States for employment, with an invigorated 
workforce and a business-friendly environment characteristics which make 
this state and valuable case study as we move forwards economic recovery. 

Over 30 sites in Colorado from Denver, El Paso County, and Jefferson County 
will present outstanding opportunities for economic collaboration. 

Colorado will also showcase innovative solutions to some of the world’s 
challenging health problems, disaster recovery and resiliency, new 
advancements in energy, innovations in sustainability, and the science 
behind the next generation of spacecraft.

Sites on tour will feature the following targeted themes and sectors: 

The ACE general objectives are as follows: 

• Promoting long-term multilateral commercial, trade, and 
investment partnerships; 

• Identifying and sharing best practices in economic development, 
including public-private partnerships, building local assets 
that grow businesses, cluster development, promoting 
entrepreneurship, and coordinating regional economic 
development strategies; 

• Stimulating capital investment and job creation in the region; 

• Fostering an environment for innovative companies to startup and 
expand; 

• Bringing together universities, industries, and governments to solve 
complex, multi-sectoral challenges that business could not address 
on their own;

Target Clusters

Objectives

• Economic Planning and Stability

• The “Experience” Economy

• Business Creation and Development

• Bio-economy

• Smart Cities

• Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation

• Security Innovation, including Cyber Security
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• Showcase examples of practical innovation and entrepreneurship-
related initiatives in Colorado; 

• Familiarize participants with the business-friendly environment 
in Colorado to stimulate more significant multilateral trade and 
investment opportunities; 

• Enhance access to capital and debt financing for small companies 
and stimulate private investment; 

• Actively promote collaborative relationships with and among 
participants to forge new partnerships and create new projects or 
joint-initiatives; 

• Promote academic exchange, peer-to-peer learning, joint 
research, and public- private partnerships with Colorado’s 
numerous educational institutions and national research labs.

Other Specific Objectives

• Facilitating commerce and trade;

• Promoting economic resiliency; and,

• Enhancing opportunities for underrepresented populations.

Measures and      
Protocols for
COVID-19
Mitigation
Your health and safety is of the utmost importance to the ACE Committee, 
as well as facilitating an environment in which new economic opportunities 
can be forged. To achieve that purpose, the ACE program in Colorado will 
implement comprehensive health and safety protocols exceeding those 
required by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
state and local authorities, including the following measures: 
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COVID-19
PROTOCOL
Health and Safety
Measures

Vaccinated 
Delegation

Pre Delegation 
Covid 
Testing

Daily Health 
Screenings

2021
August 1-6

Masks required 
indoors

Adjusted 
Sites for 
distance 
and airflow

6ft

and highly
encouraged  outdoors

Pre Delegation COVID-19 Testing

All ACE Colorado participants and ACE Committee members must get tested 
for COVID-19 before joining the visiting delegation. The test will take place on 
August 1, 2021, between noon and 2:00 p.m. steps away from the Alessandro 
Boardroom at the 4th floor of the Art Hotel. During this testing session, rapid 
antigen tests will be administered by SameDay Health. The results will be 
available within 45 minutes. If a person tests positive, SameDay Health will 
administer a confirmatory PCR right away.



13

Daily Check-In Consultation

The ACE Committee requests that all participants fill out the Daily Check-In 
Consultation every day by 7:00 am (MST), Colorado time, starting Monday, 
August 2 and finalizing on Friday, August 6, 2021. Please answer the daily check-
in consultation in English. 

     

The Daily Check-In Consultation is available here:  
https://daily-check-in-ace-colorado.questionpro.com 

For questions, please contact the ACE Committee by directing your 
messages to Adriana Bonilla, Cristina Narváez and Julianna Aynes-Neville at: 
abonilla@oas.org; cnarvaez@oas.org; aynesjm@state.gov.

United States
Colorado
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Sites at
Colorado
a Glance
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DENVER



16

Denver Botanic Gardens

Denver Botanic 
Gardens 
The Orangery

Follow up Contact: 

Vanessa Simsick 
Global Business Development Specialist

Vanessa.simsick@denvergov.org

/denverbotanic  
/denverbotanicgardens  
/denverbotanic/ 

Denver Botanic Gardens strives to entertain and delight while spreading the collective wisdom 
of the Gardens through outreach, collaboration, and education. Our conservation programs play 
a major role in saving species and protecting natural habitats for future generations. The key 
for the Gardens is to take our interactions and understandings of plants and use them to break 
open a world of wonder for the countless people we reach. Denver Botanic Gardens’ mission of 
connecting people with plants takes many forms. Sometimes the connection is found through 
something universal like food. Sometimes it’s found through something particular like art. 
Other times it’s a connection through the elements that sustain plants – water and soil. Through 
establishing and expanding connections between varied audiences and plants – be it at our York 
Street or Chatfield Farms locations or elsewhere – the Gardens seeks to educate, entertain, and 
even transform the way people think about and engage with the environment. The Center for 
Global Initiatives is to bring international horticultural research and relevance to the Gardens 
through implementation of diverse and sustainable programs achieving global transformation 
by connecting people with plants. The Gardens is committed to increasing access to fresh, 
healthy food through a number of community-based projects as well as showcasing beautiful 
gardens appropriate for a semi-arid climate while advancing water-efficient gardening and 
agriculture principles through educational programs and partnerships. Botanic gardens are 
built on a foundation of scientific inquiry. From investigating and conversing plants in the wild 
to horticultural research, science is integral to all activities at the Gardens. We play a critical role 
in the conservation, preservation and documentation of plants and fundi by serving as an active 
center of biodiversity research. The Gardens provides a diversity of training opportunities for 
the next generation of scientists and horticulturists. 

https://www.botanicgardens.org/
https://twitter.com/denverbotanic
https://www.facebook.com/denverbotanicgardens
https://www.instagram.com/denverbotanic/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Denver+Botanic+Gardens/@39.7321335,-104.9601257,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x401bdfcb1ed16e1a?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiix-eP6o_yAhWzTjABHQYlBboQ_BIwJ3oFCIgBEAU
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Follow up Contact: 

VISIT DENVER is a private, nonprofit trade association that is responsible for marketing metro 
Denver as a convention and leisure destination. The Bureau is contacted by the City & Country of 
Denver to act as the official marketing agency for Denver. It is governed by a board of directors 
and employs a staff of more than 60 professionals. VISIT DENVER is funded from both private 
(membership, advertising, and sponsorship) and public sources (voter-approved lodging tax). 
In 2019, 17.7 million overnight visitors spent $7 billion in Denver, contributing $1.5 billion in state 
and local tax revenues. Direct visitor spending benefits hotels, retailers, restaurants, attractions, 
transportation services and other businesses, and supports jobs for 64,000 people in metro 
Denver. The Bureau uses a sophisticated, integrated marketing approach to sell Denver as a travel 
destination, which includes direct sales, advertising, tourism and convention industry trade 
shows, digital promotions, public relations, social media and more. VISIT DENVER maintains 
the City’s official tourism website (www.VISITDENVER.com), Official Visitors Guide to Denver 
& Colorado and Official Tourist Information Centers. We believe that travel makes the world a 
smaller and more connected place. It brings people together and fosters interaction among 
diverse cultures. It builds understanding, appreciation, empathy and respect for one another. 
This core philosophy is a big part of who we are as a community and why Denver is one of the 
top destinations in the country to live and to visit. Coohills Restaurant and Bar is an outstanding 
example of the amazing craft food and beverage scene in our community coupled with a focus 
on equity and sustainability. Coohills opened its doors to Denver’s hip LoDo neighborhood 
in 2011. The restaurant’s namesake husband-and-wife team Tom and Diane Coohill brought 
their complementary expertise together to create a unique and appealing dining experience 
reminiscent of that found in restaurants in Europe, with a focus on local, regional and farm-
fresh ingredients. 

Coohills Restaurant

Coohills 
Restaurant

Stephanie Garnica 
Director of Global Business Development Denver 
Economic Development & Opportunity 

stephanie.garnica@denvergov.org

/coohills  
/visitdenver?lang=es 

Objective of the visit: Look at supply chain 
and restaurant collaborations Opportunities 
for collaboration in Denver, partnership 
with restaurant, add any promotional items, 
messages, banner, how would you transmit 
what is Denver during the interaction Target 
most useful connections once the delegation 
is identified and list of participants received.

Offer: Business and investment 
opportunities for leadership exchanges, 
hosting of events or sharing of best practices 
around attracting large events and visitors to 
a community.

Collaboration opportunities: Let’s explore 
business and investment opportunities plus 
collaboration on future events/conventions.

http://www.coohills.com/
https://twitter.com/coohills
https://twitter.com/visitdenver?lang=es
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Coohills/@39.7507324,-105.0036773,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x1f022b9aca47c41d!8m2!3d39.7507696!4d-105.0037241
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Follow up Contact: 

Denver International Airport (DEN) is the 7th-busiest airport in the world and the third-busiest 
airport in the United States. With 69 million passengers traveling through the airport in 2019, 
DEN is one of the busiest airline hubs in the world’s largest aviation market. DEN is the primary 
economic engine for the state of Colorado, generating more than $33.5 billion for the region 
annually. DEN strives to be America’s favorite connecting hub, and acts as a gateway to where 
the Rocky Mountains meet the world. Focused on sustainable development efforts and 
expansion of the vast real estate portfolio, DEN plays a pivotal role in putting the Denver metro 
area on the world map. 

Denver International Airport (DEN)

Westin Denver International 
Airport Hotel

Stephanie Garnica 
Director of Global Business Development Denver 
Economic Development & Opportunity 

stephanie.garnica@denvergov.org

denairport?lang=es  
/denverinternationalairport 
/denairport

Objective of the visit: To help the 
delegation better understand our airport, 
community, and region so they can help 
promote Denver & Colorado as a destination. 
To help the delegation understand the 
connectivity opportunities DEN has to 
offer promoting air service development 
opportunities between DEN and delegates 
cities, regions, countries. To share our DEN 
Real Estate portfolio as an opportunity as a 
location for corporations to relocate to and/
or grow their footprint in Colorado.

Offer: Business investment opportunities 
in the DEN real estate portfolio and 
conversations about nonstop flight 
opportunities between DEN with cities 
throughout the Americas.

Collaboration opportunities: Expand 
business and investment opportunities and 
raise awareness to communities throughout 
the Americas about the favorable business 
climate of the Metro Denver region.

https://www.flydenver.com/
https://twitter.com/denairport?lang=es
https://www.facebook.com/denverinternationalairport/
https://www.instagram.com/denairport/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Westin+Denver+International+Airport/@39.847582,-104.674165,15z/data=!4m8!3m7!1s0x0:0x9dba644012f92cb3!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d39.847582!4d-104.674165
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Follow up Contact: 

University of Colorado 
Anschutz Medical Campus

CU Anschutz Medical Campus
Fitzsimons Building

Stephanie Garnica 
Director of Global Business Development Denver 
Economic Development & Opportunity 

stephanie.garnica@denvergov.org

/cuanschutz 
/CUAnschutzMed 
/CUAnschutz/

The University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus is the largest academic health center 
in the Rocky Mountain region, and a world-class medical destination at the forefront of 
transformative education, science, medicine, and healthcare. The campus includes the 
University of Colorado health professional schools, multiple centers and institutes and 
two nationally ranked hospitals, UCHealth University of Colorado Hospital and Children’s 
Hospital Colorado, which treat nearly 2 million patients each year. All interconnected, these 
organizations collaboratively improve the quality of patient care they deliver, research they 
conduct, and health professionals they train. In 2006, the Fitzsimons campus, the eventual 
new home for the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, was renamed the University 
of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus in recognition of more than $90 million in donations 
from The Anschutz Foundation to help in the construction of brand new education, research, 
and patient care facilities on the grounds.      

Objective of the visit: Small startups 
are looking for long term international 
relationships to commercialize and access 
global thought leaders and new markets for 
therapeutic technologies. The startups main 
area of expertise Value Chain, Supply Chain 
Center for Global Health – WHO designation.

 
Offer: Access to research labs, partnerships 
for technological development, research 
exchanges, business, and investment 
opportunities.

Collaboration opportunities: Opportunities 
for collaboration: Let’s explore specific 
exchanges for research, students, faculty.

https://www.cuanschutz.edu/
https://www.cuanschutz.edu/
https://twitter.com/cuanschutz
https://www.facebook.com/CUAnschutzMed/
https://www.instagram.com/CUAnschutz/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fitzsimons+Building+-+CU+Anschutz+Medical+Campus/@39.7451768,-104.8377087,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xa7ca71d89232e343?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiZ9Kzf6o_yAhUCQjABHQGCANwQ_BIwEnoECD8QBQ
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Follow up Contact: 

The National Western Center

Stock Yards Event Center 
Livestock Exchange Building 
The National Western Center

Timothy Martinez 
Manager of Global Business Development, 
Denver Economic Development and Opportunity

tim.martinez@denvergov.org 

/DiscoverTheWest 
/nationalwesterncenter
/national.western.center 

/company/national-western-center

The National Western Center is a year-round urban hub for food and ag discovery – in the 
hearth of the American West. It’s a global destination for food and ag innovation, Western 
heritage and culture. Construction of the dynamic, 250-acre National Western Center in 
Denver is underway now. When complete in 2024, people from all walks of life will convene 
on the campus and online to lead, inspire, create, educate and entertain in pursuit of global 
food solutions.

Objective of the visit: This site was the 
epicenter of agribusiness in the Rocky 
Mountain West for most of the 20th century. 
Just two miles north of downtown Denver, the 
site is a unique opportunity to connect the rural 
and urban economies and become the new 
epicenter of innovative agribusiness. State-of-
the-art spaces will play host to concerts and 
festivals, farmers’ markets, sporting events, 
trade shows and conventions, as well as office 
space, business incubators, classes, public 
art, cultural events, family activities, shops 
and more. Campus partners, the City and 
County of Denver, Colorado State University, 
National Western Center Authority and the 
Western Stock Show Association will present 
innovations of a public/private partnership to 
develop an under-utilized area into a world-
class campus and year-round urban hub for 
food, agriculture discovery and education.

 
Offer: With more than 2.2 million sq. ft. of 
new indoor and outdoor spaces for year-
round events the new campus will host and 
foster new partnerships for agriculture-
related technological development, research 
exchanges, business and investment 

opportunities. The campus and its partners are 
striving to create a low-carbon, resilient campus 
(https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/
what-is-the-nwc/sustainability-regen/) 
with energy-efficient buildings that 
are powered by renewable energy, 
including thermal heat from wastewater  
(https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/
what-is-the-nwc/sustainability-regen/energy/). 
Learn how the campus will source nearly 90% 
of its heating and cooling from an underground 
sewer pipeline. When complete, the system 
will be the largest sewer-hear recovery system 
in North America. The campus’ education 
partner, Colorado State University System and 
their CSU Spur campus is made up of 3 buildings 
focused on food, water and health and will be 
a hub for research related to important world 
issues and be open to the public as a place for 
experiential education.

 
Collaboration opportunities: Forge new 
partnerships for ag-related technological 
development, find partners for research 
exchanges, expand business and investment 
opportunities.

https://nationalwesterncenter.com/
https://twitter.com/DiscoverTheWest
https://www.facebook.com/nationalwesterncenter/
https://www.instagram.com/national.western.center/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-western-center/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/what-is-the-nwc/sustainability-regen/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/what-is-the-nwc/sustainability-regen/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/what-is-the-nwc/sustainability-regen/energy/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/what-is-the-nwc/sustainability-regen/energy/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Stock+Yards+at+National+Western+Complex/@39.785675,-104.9710262,16.29z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x876c79a68a93a56d:0xe04034ebe7a8674a!8m2!3d39.7859458!4d-104.969223
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Follow up Contact: 

Commons on Champa

Commons on Champa 
Innovation Lounge

Timothy Martinez 
Manager of Global Business Development, 
Denver Economic Development and Opportunity

tim.martinez@denvergov.org 

/commonsonchampa 
/thecommonsonchampa

/commonsonchampa

Downtown Denver Partnership, Commons on Champa, City & County of Denver, local 
entrepreneurial community including entrepreneurs, and mentors will discuss Denver’s 
innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem including the Commons on Champa & Denver 
Startup Week, economic development initiatives, and the State of Downtown Denver coming 
out of the pandemic. 

Objective of the visit: To identify 
opportunities for scaling companies to 
enter the North American market with a 
soft landing in Denver. Experience a free 
innovation space made possible through 
public/private partnerships. Learn how 
the central business district embraces 
entrepreneurism in order to invigorate 
downtown living.

Offer: The Commons on Champa can support 
scaling companies seeking to enter the US 
market via Denver. It can also partner with 
similar innovation centers, agencies, and 
organizations to collaborate on opportunities 
to grow one another’s ecosystem.

 
Collaboration opportunities: We are 
seeking ideas and opportunities to continue 
expanding support services for startup and 
scaleup companies.

https://thecommons.co/
https://twitter.com/commonsonchampa
https://www.facebook.com/thecommonsonchampa/
https://www.instagram.com/commonsonchampa/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-western-center/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Commons+on+Champa/@39.7436461,-105.0022617,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x876c78ce3efb4289:0xb38e0b01c66533b6!8m2!3d39.743739!4d-104.9980653
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EL PASO 
COUNTY
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United States Air Force Academy

United States Air Force Academy
Doolittle Hall

/AF_Academy 
/USAFA.Official 
/af_academy/ 

/photos/af_academy/albums

/USAFAOfficial 

The Air Force Academy is both a military organization and a university. Much of the 
Academy is set up like most other Air Force bases, particularly the 10th Air Base Wing, but 
the superintendent, commandant, dean of faculty and cadet wing are set up in a manner 
resembling a civilian university. The Superintendent is the Academy’s commanding officer 
and is responsible for the Academy’s regimen of military training, academics, athletic and 
character development programs. The Commandant oversees the 4,400-member cadet 
wing and more than 300 Air Force and civilian support personnel and is responsible for cadet 
military training and Airmanship education, supervising cadet life activities and providing 
support to facilities and logistics. 

The Dean of Faculty commands a 700-person mission element and oversees annual course 
design and instruction of more than 500 courses crossing 32 academic disciplines and directs 
the operation of five support staff agencies and faculty resources involving more than $250 
million. 

The 10th Air Base Wing comprises more than 3,000 military, civilian and contract personnel 
who conduct all base-level support activities, including law enforcement and force protection, 
civil engineering, communications, logistics, military and civilian personnel, financial 
management, services and the clinic, for a military community of about 25,000 people.  
(Source: ACE Colorado website, available here: (http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?page_id=59) 

Doolittle Hall located on the United States Air Force Academy sits on 24 acres of scenic 
Colorado landscape and is the ideal place to host your next event. Nestled among the pines 
and pastures fronting the Rampart Range, it’s truly an inspiring setting. Our landmark location 
is for all occasions, large or small. From weddings and receptions, to meeting and fundraisers, 
to conferences and corporate events this is the premier venue to host your next event. We 
have 4 custom spaces to suit your event, the grand assembly, the open air atrium, the old 
world inspired library and lounge and the executive boardroom. 

https://www.usafa.edu/
https://twitter.com/AF_Academy
https://www.facebook.com/USAFA.Official
https://www.instagram.com/af_academy/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/af_academy/albums/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-western-center/
https://www.youtube.com/user/USAFAOfficial
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Doolittle+Hall/@38.9977548,-104.8756372,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x89f4cef830f93e32!8m2!3d38.9974704!4d-104.8754852
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Garden of the Gods & America’s 
Mountain, Pikes Peak

Garden of the Gods 
Resort and Club 
Colorado Springs

/ggresortandclub 

/GardenoftheGodsResortandClub 

/channel/UCXOJAyd-t28P-WvVLMzClWw

/ggresortandclub

By the 1870’s, the railroads had forged their way west. In 1871, General William Jackson Palmer 
founded Colorado Springs while extending the lines of his Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. 
In 1879, General Palmer repeatedly urged his friend, Charles Elliott Perkins, the head of the 
Burlington Railroad, to establish a home in the Garden of the Gods and to build his railroad 
from Chicago to Colorado Springs. Although the Burlington never reached Colorado Springs 
directly, Perkins did purchase two-hundred and forty acres in the Garden of the Gods for a 
summer home in 1879. He later added to the property but never built on it, preferring to leave 
his wonderland in its natural state for the enjoyment of the public. Perkins died in 1907 before 
he made arrangements for the land to become a public park, although it had been open to 
the public for years. In 1909, Perkins’ children, knowing their father’s feeling for the Garden of 
the Gods, conveyed his four-hundred eighty acres to the City of Colorado Springs. It would be 
known forever as the Garden of the Gods “where it shall remain free to the public, where no 
intoxicating liquors shall be manufactured, sold, or dispensed, where no building or structure 
shall be erected except those necessary to properly care for, protect, and maintain the area as 
a public park.

(Source: ACE Colorado website, available at: (http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?page_id=59).

     

   

https://www.gardenofthegodsresort.com/
https://www.gardenofthegodsresort.com/
https://twitter.com/ggresortandclub
https://www.facebook.com/GardenoftheGodsResortandClub
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXOJAyd-t28P-WvVLMzClWw
https://www.instagram.com/ggresortandclub/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Garden+of+the+Gods+Resort+%26+Club/@38.8791621,-104.8684506,15.25z/data=!4m8!3m7!1s0x0:0x914de270e268047c!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d38.8795412!4d-104.8683852
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Follow up Contact: 

National Cybersecurity Center (NCC)

NCC 
Cybersecurity Building

Forrest Senti 
VP of Programs & Operations

forrest.senti@cuber-center.org 

/natlcybercenter?lang=en 
/nationalcyberseccenter/ 
/channel/UCOEyJ2oPHS01irBhCZFowuA

/company/national-cybersecurity-center/

The National Cybersecurity Center (NCC) is a 501(c)3 non-profit for cyber innovation and 
awareness. Established in 2016 from the vision of United States Senator from Colorado John 
Hickenlooper, in a coordination with several people from the University of Colorado Colorado 
Springs (UCCS) and the community, the NCC serves both public and private organizations and 
individuals through training, education and research. 

Offer: The site offers cybersecurity 
awareness and training opportunities, 
research and educational opportunities for 
students, the Space information sharing 
and analysis center as well as an innovation 
hub for aspiring technology and software 
companies.

Opportunities for collaboration: We’d 
love opportunities to engage people in 
as members of the Space ISAC, create 
international training opportunities for 
cybersecurity and share resources on 
getting students into cybersecurity careers.

https://www.facebook.com/nationalcyberseccenter/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOEyJ2oPHS01irBhCZFowuA
/company/national-cybersecurity-center/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-western-center/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/National+Cybersecurity+Center/@38.8842358,-104.8286633,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x87134f737f4f178f:0xf3eaf6282b40a94e!8m2!3d38.8837013!4d-104.8201751
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Follow up Contact: 

Exponential Impact - XI

Exponential Impact

Natasha Main 
Executive Director

Natasha@exponentialimpact.com 

/xiaccelerator?lang=en
/xiaccelerator/
/xi_accelerator/?hl=en
/company/exponential-impact/

Exponential Impact, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, was founded in 2017 with the mission 
of giving entrepreneurs the best start humanly possible. The organization seeks to drive 
economic diversification in the Colorado Springs and greater Southern Colorado region. XI’s 
central initiative is the Seed to Scale pathway, which support entrepreneurs and startups. 
Through the Seed to Scale initiative, the organization offers a series of three programs, 
Accelerator, Amplify, and Ascend, which provide the support, mentorship, resources, and 
access to capital required for an emerging company to succeed. The Accelerator is an intensive 
12-week program designed to jump start the growth of companies who have a minimum 
viable product. Amplify, is a year-long program, where companies seeking to grow their 
customer base receive curated mentorship from XI’s entrepreneur in residence and advice 
around seeking early investment. The final program, Ascend, which XI will launch in 2021, 
offers support, community, and development opportunities for rapidly scaling companies. 

Purpose of the visit: The intention of the 
Exponential Impact site visit is to showcase 
the development of an entrepreneurial 
ecosystem that is fostering high- growth 
companies from the ground up. The speakers 
will also talk about the resources needed to 
drive economic diversification, and how the 
organization provides holistic support to 
entrepreneurs.

Offer: Through the ACE tour, XI will offer 
collaboration opportunities to support 
commercialization and entrepreneurship, 
and participation opportunities in the 
Exponential Impact programs for startups 
and mentors.

Opportunities for collaboration: 
Exponential Impact is interested in 
expanding its regional and global 
networks, identifying potential markets 
for participating startups, and establishing 
partnerships to develop new technologies.

https://www.exponentialimpact.com/
https://twitter.com/xiaccelerator?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/xiaccelerator/
https://www.instagram.com/xi_accelerator/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/exponential-impact/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/National+Cybersecurity+Center+%26+Exponential+Impact/@38.883449,-104.8222632,17z/data=!3m1!4b1
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Follow up Contact: 

CLAY Venues

CLAY Venues 
Colorado Springs

Becky Nuttall 
Owner

info@clayvenues.com 

/clayvenues 
/clayvenues

LAY is 6,000 square feet of urban, industrial charm in the heart of downtown Colorado Springs. 
The space features, exposed block walls, natural wood tongue + grove ceilings, polished cement 
floors and an abundance of natural light. CLAY is a moldable space that will tailor to the theme 
of your event. Becky is a Colorado native and has been a wedding photographer since 2006, 
when she graduated from photography school in California. She started shooting weddings 
in Santa Barbara and the surrounding area in the beginning of her photography career. Becky 
then moved back to Denver and started photographing weddings in the Denver Metro area as 
well as the Colorado Mountains. Becky now photographs weddings in California and Colorado, 
but she is fulfilling a long time dream of utilizing her knowledge from weddings to open CLAY. 
Aaron was a military kid and moved from South Carolina to Colorado his senior year of high 
school after living in many other areas of the country. He graduated from college in Colorado 
Springs with a bachelor in science, and became a medical technologist and supervisor in a 
hospital lab. After moving to Colorado Springs in 2017 shortly after getting married, we saw the 
need for an urban venue in the downtown area. CLAY is a place you can customize just as we 
did at our wedding. We can’t wait to make your event special and unique to you at CLAY!

Objectives  of the visit: Tangible experience 
of the arts and culture of El Paso County/
Colorado Springs and western heritage to 
show off best practices of how P3 partnerships 
and non-profits support arts and culture. 
Innovative best practices of how the arts and 
culture industry is being utilized to fill the gaps 
in our community. Our community would 
like to pursue art exchange opportunities, 
or collaborative art opportunities with ACE 
participants.

Offer: Guest will enjoy dinner and a presentation 
about the economic impact of arts and culture 
in our region, to end with a presentation about 
the military arts connection and the innovation 
of arts and culture in the Pikes Peak Region to 
respond to the needs of our military members 

and their families as a best practice that can be 
replicated elsewhere. After dinner, guests are 
given the opportunity to explore the venue, as 
they experience art and a performance by a 
local bluegrass band, Grass It Up

Opportunities for collaboration: As a new 
business, that opened during COVID we are 
eager to host events of this nature. In hopes 
that it will put us on the map as a venue that 
invest not only in the clients we host but in our 
community, city, state and country. We hope 
for investor opportunities as we begin talks of 
starting a nonprofit that all our future events 
would help support. Our goal is to be a venue 
that hosts incredible events that don’t just last 
one night but make an impact long-term.

https://www.clayvenues.com/
https://facebook.com/clayvenues
https://www.instagram.com/clayvenues/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Clay+Venues/@38.8339708,-104.818544,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x8a2fbc7b74cf9213?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjJ1Zng7I_yAhVFVzABHcN7CNQQ_BIwC3oECEUQBQ
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Follow up Contact: 

William J. Hybl Sports Medicine 
and Performance Center

William J. Hybl Sports Medicine 
and Performance Center 

Jen Furda 
jfurda@uccs.edu 

/hyblcenter
/UCCSHyblCenter/
/hyblcenter/

The William J. Hybl Sports Medicine & Performance Center : Changing the Game in Sports 
Medicine, Sports Performance and Learning. The William J. Hybl Sports Medicine & Performance 
Center is celebrating its one-year anniversary and is changing the way we approach sports 
medicine and sports performance. The center was built from a unique partnership between 
the University of Colorado Colorado Springs and nonprofit healthcare leader, Centura Health, 
to bring together sports performance, sports medicine, and academics in one building. 
The Hybl Center’s focus on bringing sports clinicians and faculty researchers together gives 
students unprecedented access to educational opportunities that aren’t typically available. 
Within academics and research, veteran UCCS faculty guide collaborations between students 
and sports medicine professionals in a research-forward, data-driven capacity. In the Sports 
Performance area, there is equipment specifically designed to help athletes of all abilities 
reach their potential – from youth, to weekend warriors, to elite athletes. Centura Health 
Sports Performance Specialists can give athletes an unparalleled level of training by providing 
assessments for injury risk and metabolic factors from various sports, including endurance and 
strength training. At Centura Sports Medicine and Centura Orthopedics, the team of medical 
professionals can diagnose and treat almost any sports injury, including fractures, torn tendons, 
dislocations, and concussions. When it comes to curriculum, the Hybl Center allows for more 
unparalleled experiential learning than ever before. For students looking at a career in health 
care or sports, the Hybl Center is home to seven different degree programs. Students have the 
opportunity to work alongside clinical staff, athletes and patients, as well as professors, to learn 
best practices and conduct cutting-edge research.

Objectives  of the visit: The discussion will 
include how this Center creates the potential 
for research partnerships and greater 
University/industry partnerships. o Guests 
will enjoy a tour of the William J. Hybl Sports 
Medicine and Performance Center 

Offer: Introducing the framework of public-
private partnerships and community.

Opportunities for collaboration: Increasing 
international partnership at the sports 
medicine facility, research and development 
collaboration,

https://hyblcenter.org/
https://hyblcenter.org/
https://twitter.com/hyblcenter
https://www.facebook.com/UCCSHyblCenter/
https://www.instagram.com/hyblcenter/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hybl+Sports+Medicine+and+Performance+Center/@38.9025141,-104.8164153,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x97f8dd8e81c5d78e?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjrrunw7I_yAhXVTTABHTFtCwoQ_BIwCnoECEoQBQ
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Follow up Contact: 

Weidner Field

Weidner Field  
Home of the Switchbacks FC 
Colorado Springs

Lee Reijgers  
Director of sales, Catering & Events 
lee@switchbacksfc.com 

Opening in Spring 2021, the new Switchbacks Stadium will be the only downtown sports 
complex in Colorado Springs that is family owned and operated, and will offer indoor and 
outdoor spaces for special events ranging from 20 – 15,000 attendees. With 117,000 Sq/Ft of 
event space, the stadium will offer sprawling views of Pikes Peak and the Rocky Mountains, 
the stadium field, and downtown Colorado Springs. It’s the perfect location offering an 
energetic atmosphere to host meetings, tournaments, fundraisers, receptions, team building, 
weddings, festivals, and more! The Switchbacks are part of the largest 2nd Division soccer 
league on the planet. 

Objectives of the visit and opportunities for collaboration: Bringing new events to 
the stadium, building new partnerships, and supporting the local community and sports 
organizations.

https://www.weidnerfield.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjw87SHBhBiEiwAukSeUfWb7_CmD_a5aiRV9rZx3fT1TJLvl9bs2PdR_dFND4HX4_w-CNTxrBoCwvoQAvD_BwE
https://www.google.com/search?tbs=lf:1,lf_ui:1&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk00DBR_g-cNneklfsVIaZQKf3D5h_g:1627821864294&q=Weidner+Field&rflfq=1&num=10&ved=2ahUKEwiU3un_7I_yAhU8TTABHR04CwwQtgN6BAgZEAM#rlfi=hd:;si:16998644267617261580,l,Cg1XZWlkbmVyIEZpZWxkSM7UmquPrYCACFofEAAQARgAGAEiDXdlaWRuZXIgZmllbGQqBggCEAAQAZIBB3N0YWRpdW0,y,9He4xfX_NQ0;mv:[[38.8380515078837,-104.76530237777482],[38.81157185256318,-104.85714121444474],null,[38.82481291124125,-104.81122179610978],15]
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U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic Museum 

/OlympicCityUSA 
/olympiccityusa/ 
/olympiccityusa/ 

Known as “Olympic City USA,” Colorado Springs is at the heart of the United States’ Olympic 
movement and the epicenter of an extensive sports industry. In 1978, the United States Olympic 
Committee, now the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee, moved its headquarters 
from New York City to Colorado Springs. Along with the Committee, the largest of three official 
United States Olympic and Paralympic Training Centers and 24 national governing bodies of 
sport reside within the City of Colorado Springs.

Continuing in the Olympic spirit, in 2018, Colorado Springs debuted the United States Olympic 
and Paralympic Museum, and opened to the public in the spring of 2020. The United States 
Olympic and Paralympic Museum will be opened during ACE for VIP access 

Source: ACE Colorado website, available at http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?page_id=59 

Colorado Springs is OLYMPIC CITY USA, where a timeless culture of achievement, national 
pride and dedication sits comfortably alongside awe-inspiring beauty and unparalleled natural 
training grounds.

We are home to the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee Headquarters, 20+ 
National Olympic Governing Bodies, more than 50 National Sport Organizations, the Colorado 
Springs Olympic and Paralympic Training Center and the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Museum.

Athletes and coaches have long recognized Colorado Springs as the epicenter of the U.S. 
Olympic and Paralympic Movements. The region boasts incredible natural training grounds, 
inspirational views and vistas and a commitment to excellence that transcends sports and 
infuses itself in our educational,  medical, technological and cultural assets. 

Source : Olympic City USA, Colorado Springs, available at  
https://coloradosprings.gov/olympic-city-usa

Olympic City USA

https://twitter.com/OlympicCityUSA
https://www.facebook.com/olympiccityusa/
https://www.instagram.com/olympiccityusa/
https://coloradosprings.gov/olympic-city-usa
https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Olympic+%26+Paralympic+Museum/@38.8297264,-104.8295001,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x90cd39791539fa6?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjqp6XF7Y_yAhXCTTABHR9fDf0Q_BIwJnoECG8QBQ
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Qualtek Manufacturing 
Colorado Springs

/qualtekmfg 
/QualtekManufacturingInc

People do business with people they trust and enjoy working with. Our clients come to us 
because they trust we can help them solve metal manufacturing problems. To earn their 
respect we know we must be innovative, honest, and experts at what we do. Along the way 
we have a great time and produce great products. Clients have relied on Qualtek for over 50 
years to consult on unique, complex applications or production requirements. Together we 
find solutions to your toughest problems.

 Source: Qualtek Manufacturing, available at https://www.qualtekmfg.com/why

Qualtek Manufacturing
https://qualtekmanufacturingnews.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/industry-today-image5-5-20-1.jpg

https://twitter.com/qualtekmfg
https://www.facebook.com/QualtekManufacturingInc
https://www.qualtekmfg.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Qualtek+Manufacturing+Inc/@38.8935351,-104.8197188,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x28981e857694f805?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqiPDe7Y_yAhVqVTABHeMkCTcQ_BIwEnoECFQQBQ
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Follow up Contact: 

The Broadmoor Destination Resort

The Broadmoor  
Main Ballroom

Scott Flexman 
Vice President of Sales and Marketing 
Sflexman@broadmoor.com 

/thebroadmoor 
/TheBroadmoor 
/thebroadmoor

For over a century, The Broadmoor has been faithful to its heritage and has catered to thousands 
of guests who have called The Broadmoor their “home away from home”. Spencer and Julie 
Penrose had envisioned that their “metropolitan hotel” of the west would offer luxurious travel 
accommodations, experiential adventures, and memories to last a lifetime. Designed by Warren 
and Wetmore and built in 1917 by European artisans, The Broadmoor opened in 1918 and quickly 
became one of the world’s premier resorts. Today, as the longest standing Forbes Five-Star, 
AAA Five-Diamond recipient, The Broadmoor and its Wilderness Experience properties span 
over 5,000 stunning acres, offering today’s guests the flexibility in choosing their next family 
vacation, meeting destination or tradeshow location while upholding its legacy of unparalleled 
elegance, service and cuisine.

Objectives  of the visit: This meeting is to 
discuss the Experience Economy, showcasing 
our El Paso County’s tourism and hospitality 
industries.

Offer: We offer world class meeting facilities 
in an environment designed for engagement 
and excellent learning opportunities.

Opportunities for collaboration: We 
would like participants to share with their 
constituents the many diverse opportunities 
and experiences Colorado Springs and The 
Broadmoor have to offer.

https://www.broadmoor.com/
https://twitter.com/thebroadmoor
https://www.facebook.com/TheBroadmoor
https://www.instagram.com/thebroadmoor
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Broadmoor/@38.7910791,-104.8499124,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xb169498d2cb7fad5?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjHv4vz7Y_yAhULRjABHcj-BeAQ_BIwJnoECFwQBQ
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The Antlers, A Wyndham Hotel  
Colorado Springs

Colorado Springs was founded in August 1871 by General William Jackson Palmer and his 
vision of a first class hotel came to life; The Antlers, A Wyndham Hotel opened in June of 1883. 
The hotel welcomed many travelers from around the world and in fact was nicknamed “Little 
London” because of the many English tourists who came to visit. The city attracted health-
savvy individuals seeking the high-altitude dry climate, nearby Pikes Peak and the amazing 
natural rock formations known as Garden of the Gods. Today The Antlers, A Wyndham Hotel 
Colorado Springs hosts convention, business, and leisure travelers from around the world. 
Moreover, the Antlers is an ACE Colorado selected hotel where the  delegation lodged 
while in Colorado Springs. (Source: History of The Antlers, A Wyndham Hotel, available at:  
https://antlers.com/stay/history-of-antlers.shtml). 

Antlers Hotel
https://antlers.com/assets/img/insets/lobby.jpg

https://bit.ly/3fit1EG

/TheAntlersHotel
/theantlershotel
/theantlershotel

https://antlers.com/index.shtml
https://twitter.com/TheAntlersHotel
https://www.facebook.com/theantlershotel/
https://www.instagram.com/theantlershotel/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Antlers,+A+Wyndham+Hotel/@38.8336216,-104.8266784,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x8e6494578dfd44b0?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjR3ruC7o_yAhXhtTEKHVhUCXwQ_BIwFHoECEYQBQ


34

JEFFERSON 
COUNTY
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Follow up Contact: 

American Mountaineering Center

American Mountaineering Center  
Golden

Jansen Tidmore 
President & CEO, Jefferson County  
Economic Development Center 
jtidmore@jeffcoedc.org 

/americanmountaineeringcenter
/americanmountaineeringcenter

The American Mountaineering Center (AMC) is the nation’s premier facility for research, 
education, information, and conversation on the mountain environment which also hosts the 
American Alpine Club and Library, the Colorado Mountain Club and the Bradford Washburn 
American Mountaineering Museum all at once. Apart from being home to the largest 
mountaineering library in the Western Hemisphere with over 17,000 volumes, the AMC 
possesses numerous rental facilities including the 350-seat Foss Auditorium, a conference 
center and 2 smaller meeting rooms. Benefiting from an ideal location, ample parking, and 
versatile meeting spaces, the AMC is an event planner’s dream. They can handle anything 
from workshops and international conferences to performances and fundraising dinners, 
always with the possibility to customize needed spaces. As a premier space for outdoor 
and mountain recreation gatherings, the AMC offers an inspiring and ideal backdrop for 
wedding receptions, rehearsal dinners, and diverse events. (Source: Visit Golden, available at  
https://www.visitgolden.com/listing/american-mountaineering-center/1190)

https://americanmountaineeringcenter.org/about/#history

https://americanmountaineeringcenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/americanmountaineeringcenter/
https://www.instagram.com/americanmountaineeringcenter/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/American+Mountaineering+Center/@39.7584362,-105.2231935,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x7336cc0d4f49b159!8m2!3d39.7583527!4d-105.2231163
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Follow up Contact: 

Colorado School of Mines

Colorado School of Mines, Ben H. 
Parker Student Center 
Golden

Jansen Tidmore  
President & CEO, Jefferson County  
Economic Development Center 
jtidmore@jeffcoedc.org 

/coschoolofmines 
/ColoradoSchoolofMines 
/ColoSchoolofMines 

Colorado School of Mines is a public university focused on science and engineering, dedicated 
to educating and inspiring students, advancing knowledge, and innovating to address the 
great challenges society faces today—particularly those related to the Earth, energy, and the 
environment. Founded in 1874 with specialties in mining and metallurgy, Mines has since 
expanded its mission well beyond the extraction and use of natural resources. While still a 
powerhouse in mining, petroleum and earth sciences, the university has become a world leader 
in advancing responsible stewardship of the Earth, discovering and synthesizing new materials 
and developing innovative ways of harnessing traditional and novel energy sources. New 
interdisciplinary initiatives focused on advanced manufacturing, underground construction 
and tunneling, nuclear science, earth resources policy, aerospace systems, and data analytics 
are expanding Mines expertise and educational opportunities. Mines is distinctive in its close 
ties to industries throughout the world, which means that students tackle real-world problems 
and hit the ground running when they enter the workforce. Mines graduates are highly-valued 
for their ability to tackle challenging problems as well as for their ingenuity, persistence, 
resilience, and teamwork. Mines is consistently at the top of national rankings for return-
on-investment. Learning and professional development continue outside the classroom. 
Students at all levels can take part in groundbreaking research and compete in—and often 
win—contests that call for academic excellence, top-notch engineering skills, creative thinking, 
teamwork and effort, such as designing and building a Mars ice drill, constructing a tiny 
house powered by the sun or smithing a blade. Makerspaces throughout campus encourage 
students to turn concepts into reality, creating a culture of entrepreneurship. The Office of 
Global Initiatives and Business Development at Mines works with international partners to 
create the opportunities needed to realize their institutional, corporate, or government visions.  
https://www.mines.edu/global-initiatives

Objectives  of the visit: Secure educational or 
research partnerships. Present vision for the 
new Global Energy Future Initiative at Mines. 
Highlight Center for Mining Sustainability, a 
partnership with Universidad National de San 
Agustin in Arequipa, Peru.     

Offer: Colorado School of Mines established 
the Office of Global Initiatives and 
Business Development to connect Mines 
with partners around the world. More 
information on partnership opportunities 

and how to initiate discussions for 
possible engagement can be found at  
https://www.mines.edu/global-initiatives/ 

Opportunities for collaboration: Mines seeks 
to be a top-of-mind and first-choice university 
for students, public and private partners, and 
faculty and staff. We welcome discussions on 
opportunities to expand our reach and build 
partnerships that address the world’s most 
pressing problems.     

https://www.mines.edu/
https://twitter.com/coschoolofmines
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoSchoolofMines
https://www.youtube.com/user/ColoSchoolofMines
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Colorado+School+of+Mines/@39.7510475,-105.2225708,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x6a63eac2a9fc64fc!8m2!3d39.7510475!4d-105.2225708
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The Fort Restaurant

Situated in the Red Rocks country 17 miles southwest of Denver on Hwy 285, The Fort is a true 
replica of Bents Fort, (1833-1849), the first American fur trade post in Colorado. The Cheyenne, 
Arapahoe, Kiowa and Pawnee traded and intermarried at Bents Old Fort, creating an economic 
and peaceful exchange of cultures in an otherwise violent West. The Fort building is on the 
National Registry of Historic Places, and celebrates the many cultures that traded at Bents Old 
Fort. Our menu features New Foods of the Old West including the best cuts of buffalo, elk and 
quail, grilled to perfection. Amazing views of the Valley and Mountains!

The Fort

/TheFortRest
/TheFortRestaurant
/thefortrestaurant

Victoria Lathrop ODonnell 
Private Dining Manager 
banquets@thefort.com

https://bit.ly/3C02jdJ

http://www.thefort.com/
https://twitter.com/TheFortRest
https://www.facebook.com/TheFortRestaurant
https://www.instagram.com/thefortrestaurant/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Fort/@39.628917,-105.1924972,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x50eef5f3c806e627!8m2!3d39.628917!4d-105.1924972
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Pilatus Business Aircraft Ltd  
Broomfield

Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd is the only Swiss company to develop, produce and sell 
aircraft to customers around the world: from the legendary Pilatus Porter PC-6 to the best-
selling single-engine turboprop in its class, the PC-12, and the PC-21, the training system of 
the future. The latest aircraft is the PC-24 – the world’s first ever business jet for use on short 
unprepared runways. With over 2,000 employees at its headquarters, Pilatus is one of the largest 
employers in Central Switzerland. The Pilatus Group includes two independent subsidiaries 
in Broomfield (Colorado, USA) and Adelaide (Australia). Pilatus Business Aircraft Ltd based in 
Broomfield, Colorado was founded in 1996. About 70 percent of all PC-12s which come off the 
production line in Stans are finished to customer specifications (interior and exterior livery) in 
Colorado. Pilatus Business Aircraft Ltd is also is also responsible for PC-12 and PC-24 marketing, 
sales and servicing activities in North and South America. Pilatus has been committed to 
environmental conservation for many years and this philosophy is firmly anchored in our guiding 
principles. With our leading role in aircraft production comes the obligation to use available raw 
materials and energy resources with responsibility and respect for the environment. We pride 
ourselves on keeping our consumption of raw materials to an absolute minimum. That includes 
continuous optimization of production processes, a sustainable infrastructure and, above all, 
aircraft designed for low fuel consumption and low noise emission levels.

Pilatus Aircraft Ltd.

/pilatusaircraft 
/pilatusaircraft
/PilatusAircraftLtd
/pilatusaircraft

Nicole MacMillan 
Senior Manager of Events and Promotions 
nicole.macmillan@pilatus-aircraft.com 

Objective of the visit: Pilatus wishes to 
extend a friendly environment for the ACE 
delegation to visit and at the same time, 
wishes to gain some exposure to the Aircraft 
OEM industry in Colorado.

Offer: The delegates will be given a complete 
tour of our Aircraft Delivery, Production and 
Warehouse facilities

Opportunities for collaboration: 
collaboration and/or insight about attracting 
and retaining more employees.

http://www.pilatus-aircraft.com/
https://twitter.com/pilatusaircraft
https://www.facebook.com/pilatusaircraft
https://www.youtube.com/user/PilatusAircraftLtd
https://www.instagram.com/pilatusaircraft
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Pilatus+Business+Aircraft+Ltd./@39.9127273,-105.133789,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xae82f185f303eda1?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwipvtT_7o_yAhVFSTABHU57CmEQ_BIwEnoECEsQBQ
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Follow up Contact: 

Terumo BCT

Terumo Blood and Cell 
Technologies - Lakewood

Jenny Nikaido  
Senior Patent Paralegal / Government Affairs Specialist 
Jenny.nikaido@terumobct.com

/terumobct?lang=es 
/terumobct/
/company/terumo-bct/

Terumo Blood and Cell Technologies and its 7,000+ dedicated associates are impacting 
patients lives around the world by unlocking the potential of blood and cells. We are deeply 
committed to this promise and to our mission of Contributing to Society through Healthcare. 
We strive to provide compelling and accessible innovations globally that unlock the power of 
blood and cells to improve patient outcomes and serve unmet medical needs. We deliver on 
these commitments through the products and services we offer, and we intensify our impact 
by being a socially responsible and a conscientious corporate citizen.

Objectives  of the visit: Terumo Blood 
and Cell Technologies and the Colorado 
BioScience Associations objectives are 
to present our innovations, research, and 
student exchange programs in Colorado with 
participants.

Offer: We are having local companies 
present information about their products 
and companies with displays in an interactive 
format.

Opportunities for collaboration: We are 
introducing Colorados innovative Life Science 
Eco-System to the participants. We would 
like to support and enhance our reputation 
and brand recognition and awareness in 
the marketplace. Terumo Blood and Cell 
Technologies is a key player in the healthcare 
space and we believe in the potential of blood 
and cells to help treat challenging diseases 
and conditions and save lives.

https://www.terumobct.com/
https://twitter.com/terumobct?lang=es
https://www.facebook.com/terumobct/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/terumo-bct/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Terumo+Blood+and+Cell+Technologies/@39.7354011,-105.1199493,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x6b0cfff07ac8ad9a?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjQ_pGR74_yAhULSjABHZh_AeIQ_BIwEnoECEMQBQ
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Follow up Contact: 

Lockheed Martin Corporation

Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Littleton

Lisa Gregg 
Government Relations Representative 
Lisa.r.gregg@lmco.com 

/lockheedmartin 
/lockheedmartin 
/LockheedMartinVideos

/lockheedmartin/ 
/lockheed-martin/ 

On February 6, 1956 ground was broken for the new titan production facility outside of Denver. 
The Glenn l. Martin company was awarded the contract to produce a 100-foot-tall, 2 stage, 
inter-continental ballistic missile for the United States air force. Its purpose was to be a national 
security deterrent to protect the nation against soviet and communist aggression. Over the 
next 50 years, the launch vehicle that Titan evolved into would lift men into space, help NASA 
explore the planets of our solar system and beyond and place critical national security payloads 
into earth orbit. Today, the campus’ GPF has been transformed into the home of GPS III satellite 
production. It is the most sophisticated satellite production facility in the world and a tribute to 
the engineers and designers who will produce the next constellation of space-based navigation 
satellites. The Lockheed Martin Waterton facility is a national treasure for space research, 
human spaceflight and satellite development and production.

Objectives  of the visit: The objectives of the 
visit is to learn more about Lockheed Martin 
Space and what the companys capabilities 
are. The panel will discuss the Aerospace 
industry in Colorado and how international 
partnerships could get involved.

Offer: Lockheed Martin Corporation is an 
American aerospace, defense, information 
security, and technology company. The 
Lockheed Martin Space Wateron campus 
is one of the main sites for satellite 
manufacturing and production. One of the 
stops in this event includes the CHIL. The “CHIL” 
is a space containing Virtual Reality machines 
which allow collaboration between product 
design and manufacturing teams before 

physically designing and producing hardware 
or building facilities. Another top is viewing 
the Orion Integrated Test Laboratory where 
the Orion Test module is a full-scale mock-up 
of the Orion crew module which they have 
constructed with exact harnessing, electrical 
power, sensors, avionics, and flight software 
needed to support Exploration Mission 1 
(EM-1). The team will stimulate and test each 
aspect of EM-1 from launch to splash down. 
The GPS III satellites production area includes 
satellites that will provide the Air Force with an 
affordable, resilient, and low risk GPS solution.

Opportunities for collaboration: Participants 
can help advance Lockheed Martin’s objectives 
by exploring potential partnerships.

https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-us/index.html
https://twitter.com/lockheedmartin
https://www.facebook.com/lockheedmartin
https://www.youtube.com/user/LockheedMartinVideos
https://www.instagram.com/lockheedmartin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lockheed-martin/
https://www.google.com/search?tbs=lf:1,lf_ui:4&tbm=lcl&sxsrf=ALeKk03gnKsgSW73YAQ9J-EtOcYm7W1PQA:1627822470826&q=Lockheed+Martin+Corporation+Littleton&rflfq=1&num=10&ved=2ahUKEwj514Wh74_yAhX4RTABHd5dC0sQtgN6BAgWEAM#rlfi=hd:;si:5243911322197580826;mv:[[39.575056599999996,-104.9920673],[39.489552599999996,-105.17373160000001]]
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Follow up Contact: 

The Rose

The Rose  
(Event Center) - Golden

Patricia Zutman 
Director of Special Events 
events@buffalorose.net 

/buffaloroseco
/thebuffalorose/ 
/buffalorose/

The Rose is a new event venue that opened January 2019. Embodying the classic architecture 
of the great Western American theaters of the early 20th century, the main venue features 
soaring ceilings, bold steel trusses, elegant lightning and original brick walls. It provides a 
sophisticated atmosphere for you to make memories that will last a lifetime. We are an all-
inclusive venue that comes equipped with professional event coordination, tables, chairs, 
linens, china, flatware, glassware, decorative lighting, and table décor. We also provide full in-
house catering, beverage service, and staffing and will connect you with the very best local 
vendors. The Rose also has a concert-quality sound system, up to 4 large-screen televisions, 
a theater-quality video projection system, and an elevated stage enabling comprehensive 
entertainment options.

https://buffalorosegolden.com/
https://twitter.com/buffaloroseco
https://www.facebook.com/thebuffalorose/
https://www.instagram.com/buffalorose/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Rose+Event+Center/@39.7558403,-105.2212524,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x9f370e5cf5b531f?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiIiJa974_yAhVxSDABHf3bARUQ_BIwG3oECFYQBQ
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ACEColorado 
Delegation
The ACE Colorado delegation can be accessed 
here with additional information.

Participants     

Colombia     

Costa Rica     

Senior FDI Economic Development 
Executive
ProColombia

Sergio
Rodríguez

Trade Commissioner of Costa Rica 
based in Houston, Texas
Export Promotion Agency of Costa 
Rica (PROCOMER)

Andrew
Crawford

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=807
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2535
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Ecuador    

Trade Commissioner
Trade office of Ecuador in  
Los Angeles
Ministry of Production, Foreign 
Trade, Investments and Fisheries

José
Cabascango

Exports Promotion Director
Corporation for the Promotion of 
Exports and Investment (CORPEI)

Valeria
Rodríguez

CEO
ZEDE del Litoral 
Special economic zone in Ecuador who 
promotes business entrepreneurship 
and regional development

María 
Granda

Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative
Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the 
Organization of American States

Carlos
Játiva

Ambassador

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1698
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=841
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=861
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=596
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Commercial Counselor
Consulate of Guatemala

Vivián
Morales

Academic President
Central America Technological 
University (UNITEC)

Marlon
Brevé

Executive Director
Morris Entrepreneurship Centre of 
the Northern Caribbean University

Hazel
O’Connor

Managing Director
WoCap Fund - Investment fund 
providing working capital financing 
to MSMEs

Donald O.
Charles

Guatemala    

Honduras    

Jamaica    

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=875
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=892
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=913
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=898
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President
National Association of Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
(REDNAECYT)

Alonso
Huerta

Executive Director
U.S. Mexico Foundation

Enrique
Perret

General Director
Mexican Association of Private 
Equity and Venture Capital Funds 
(Amexcap)

Liliana
Reyes

Investment Promoter & SIAAM 
Director
Sonora State Government

Cynthia
López

Mexico    

Director Civic Innovation Lab
Northeastern University & UNAM

Saiph
Savage

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1736
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1090
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1123
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=938
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1052
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Executive Director
Mexico Cómo Vamos - Economic 
local think tank in Mexico City

Sofía
Ramírez Aguilar

Partner and Executive Director
IDEA Foundation - Main think thank 
in Mexico

Carolina
Agurto Salazar

Economic and Commercial Attaché
Embassy of Panamá in the United 
States

Cindy Celine
Buffart

Panama    

General Director of Productivity, 
Innovation and Digital Economy
Ministry of Information, Technology 
and Communications

Leticia
Bordón

Paraguay    

Energy Promotion Director
Nuevo León State Government

Jorge
Gorozpe

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1714
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1022
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1156
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1416
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=925
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Executive Director
Region Nine Development 
Commission in Minnesota

Nicole
Griensewic

Board Member of the Inter-American 
Network of Alumni (IANA)
Liaison to the Government of 
Paraguay

Paola
Ferrario

United States

Director
Tallahassee/Leon County (FL) PLACE

Ben
Pingree

Vice President of Economic 
Development
Greater Seattle Partners

Cynthia
Carrillo

Vice President of Bio, Innovation, & 
Special Projects
New Orleans Business Alliance

Jeanette R.
Weiland

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1477
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1426
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1490
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=711
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2554
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Director - Research Grants Program
Puerto Rico Science, Technology, and 
Research Trust

Andreica
Maldonado

Vice President of External Operations 
and Senior Project Manager
nocci DMC | ACE Louisiana

Ashley
Stagg

Vice President of Internal Operations 
and Senior Operations Manager
nocci DMC | ACE Louisiana

Gillian
Stagg

Deputy Director General, Innovation 
and Technology Policy
Ministry for Economic Affairs and 
Energy

Dr. Ole
Janssen

CEO
Berlin Partner for Business and 
Technology

Dr. Stefan
Franzke

Germany

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1510
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2192
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2179
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1531
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1550
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Managing Director
Thuringian Renewable Energies 
Network (ThEEN) e.V.

Jana
Liebe

Coordinator International 
Cooperation
AiF Projekt GmbH

Paula
Schnippering

Expert for National and International 
Innovation and Technology Policy
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs 
and Energy of Germany

Romero
Deutsch

Economic Counselor
German Embassy

Dr. Bastian
Alm

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1569
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1541
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1588
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1574


50

Program Associate
Pan-American Development 
Foundation (PADF)

Madeline St.
John

International Organizations
& other Organizations

Special Guests

New Business Manager
Pan-American Development 
Foundation (PADF)

Alicia
Del Pardo

Economist
Caribbean Development Bank

Kevin
Hope

United States

Secretary
Louisiana Economic Development

Don
Pierson

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3387
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1766
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1596
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2197
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Germany

Executive Director -Office of 
International Commerce
Louisiana Economic Development

Larry
Collins

Assistant Director, Office of 
International Commerce
Louisiana Economic Development

Ben
Fontenot

Director General for Digital and 
Innovation Policy
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs 
and Energy of Germany

Stefan
Schnorr

Director Global Business 
Development
Denver Economic Development & 
Opportunity

Stephanie
Garnica

Local Organizers - Colorado          
Denver Economic 
Development & Opportunity     

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2208
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1523
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=1755
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2367
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Global Business Development 
Specialist
Denver Economic Development & 
Opportunity

Vanessa
Simsick

Manager, Global Business 
Development
Denver Economic Development & 
Opportunity

Tim
Martinez

Executive Office & Operations 
Manager
Denver Economic Development & 
Opportunity

Ivana
Horvat

Intern
City and County of Denver
Denver Economic Development & 
Opportunity

Dominique
Williams

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2337
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2392
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2404
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2356
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Executive Director of Economic 
Development
El Paso County, Colorado

Crystal
LaTier

Executive Director of Economic 
Development
El Paso County, Colorado

Kayla
Project Manager

El Paso County, Colorado    

President & CEO
Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC

Dirk
Draper

Vice President of Economic 
Development
Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC

Beth
Taylor

Colorado Springs 
Chamber & EDC   

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2446
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2258
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2310
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2327
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President / CEO
Jeffco EDC

Jansen
Tidmore

Jefferson County Economic 
Development Corporation   

Vice President of Administration & 
Finance
Jeffco EDC

Lisa
Harper 

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=4003
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=4431
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ACE Organizers & 
Committee Members          

Economic Development 
Administration (EDA)
U.S. Department of Commerce    

Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Acting Assistant Secretary for 
Economic Development
Economic Development 
Administration (EDA)  
U.S. Department of Commerce

Dennis
Alvord

Senior Engagement Administrator
Economic Development 
Administration (EDA)  
U.S. Department of Commerce

Dr. Barrett
Haga

Director of Public Affairs
Economic Development 
Administration (EDA)  
U.S. Department of Commerce

Ike
Umunnah

Public Affairs
Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) 
U.S. Department of Commerce

John
Atwood

ACE Commitee Member

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3255
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3044
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3698
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2295
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Economist
Economic Development 
Administration (EDA)  
U.S. Department of Commerce

Valeria
Vargas

Regional Director
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Angela
Martinez

Management Analyst
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Tom
Kurek

Regional Integrator
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Zac 
Graves

Denver Regional Office 

Economic Development 
Representative
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Jamie
Hackbarth

ACE Commitee Member

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3194
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2248
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2234
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2410
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2267
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Revolving Loan Fund Administrator
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Patrick
Waggoner

Civil Engineer
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Dorothy
Walch

Regional Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Mary
Owen-Thomas

Economic Development Specialist
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Mackenzie
Genecov

Program Manager
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Ashley
Zuelke

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3957
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3965
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=4042
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2301
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3944
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Economic Development Specialist
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Julianne
Kingery

Economic Development Specialis
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Kristian
Blessington

Economic Development Specialist
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Jodi
Duncan

Economic Development Specialist
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration

Caleb
Seeling

Director
ITA/U.S. Commercial Service Denver

Suzette
Nickle

ITA/U.S. Commercial Service 
Denver

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3713
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3970
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3975
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3989
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=2380
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Interim Permanent Representative of the 
United States
U.S. Department of State / Permanent 
Mission of the United States to the 
Organization of American States

Bradley A.
Freden

Alternate Representative
U.S. Department of State / Permanent 
Mission of the United States to the 
Organization of American States

Julianna
Aynes-Neville

Director of the Department of Economic
Organization of American States - 
Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American 
Competitiveness Network (RIAC)

Maryse
Robert

U.S. Department of State / Permanent 
Mission of the United States to the 
Organization of American States

Organization of American States - 
RIAC Technical Secretariat

Inter-American Competitiveness 
Network (RIAC)

Chief of the Section of Competitiveness, 
Innovation and Technology
Organization of American States - 
Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American 
Competitiveness Network (RIAC)

César
Parga

ACE Commitee Member

ACE Commitee Member

ACE Commitee Member

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3100
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3108
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3113
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3121
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Coordinator of the Americas 
Competitiveness Exchange (ACE)
Organization of American States - 
Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American 
Competitiveness Network (RIAC)

Adriana
Bonilla

Consultant
Organization of American States - 
Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American 
Competitiveness Network (RIAC)

Cristina
Narváez

Videographer for the 
ACE Program

Pablo
Scandogliero

Juan Sebastián

Miguel 

Fonseca

Arburola Bourret

Designer and web developer
Organization of American States - Technical 
Secretariat of the Inter-American Competitiveness 
Network (RIAC)

Intern
Organization of American States - Technical 
Secretariat of the Inter-American Competitiveness 
Network (RIAC)

ACE Commitee Member

ACE Commitee Member

http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3126
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=3131
http://riacevents.org/ACE/colorado/?p=4369
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ACE

Dr. Barrett Haga
Senior Engagement Administrator
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Valeria Vargas 
Economist
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Julianna Aynes-Neville
Alternate Representative 
Permanent Mission of the U.S. to the OAS/  
U.S. Department of State

César Parga
Chief of the Section of Competitiveness,  
Innovation and Technology
Organization of American States 
cparga@oas.org

Adriana Bonilla
ACE Program Coordinator
Organization of American States
abonilla@oas.org

Cristina Narváez
ACE Consultant
Organization of American States
cnarvaez@oas.org

CommitteeSupport
Contactson the Ground
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agenda2

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 Arrivals – Welcome to the State of Colorado – “Together, We WILL”  
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Attire of the day: Business Casual. Please wear comfortable shoes for walking. 
 
 Explore Denver; one of the fastest growing cities of the U.S. 

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 The group can select from different tracks. 

 
Lunch on your own  
 
 ACE Check-in Registration 

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
An antigen test will be administered by SameDay Health at the Alessandro  
Boardroom. 
Pick up your welcome bags, name badges and personal protective equipment  
(facemasks, hand sanitizers, etc.).  

 Art Hotel, Alessandro Boardroom, 4th floor 
 
 Art Hotel to Denver Botanic Gardens 

3:45 pm - 3:55 pm 
 Commuting 

 
 Arrival to Denver Botanic Gardens 

3:55 pm – 4:00 pm 
Enter through main entrance and head to The Orangery.  
ACE signage will be posted to guide people to gathering location.  
 
 Welcome Introduction and Overview of Denver’s Botanic Gardens 

4:00pm – 4:15pm 
 Denver Botanic Gardens, The Orangery 

Introduction and overview of the Denver Botanic Gardens provided by Brian Vogt,  
Chief Executive Officer, Denver Botanic Gardens 
 
 Blossom! At Denver’s Botanic Gardens 

4:15 pm - 4:45 pm 
● Denver Botanic Gardens 

Self-guided tour of Denver Botanic Gardens 
● Meet back at The Orangery at 4:45pm to walk to the  

Concert Area for official group photo 
 

 Official Group Photo 
4:45 pm – 5:00pm 

 Denver Botanic Gardens, Concert Area 
 
 Icebreaker Activity 

5:00 pm – 5:45 pm 
Led by Karen Gerwitz, President & CEO, World Trade Center Denver  

 Denver Botanic Gardens, The Orangery 
ACE Colorado Icebreaker activity will get the program started with each delegate venturing out  
among the group to learn more about each other.  
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4:45 pm – 5:00pm 

 Denver Botanic Gardens, Concert Area 
 
 Icebreaker Activity 

5:00 pm – 5:45 pm 
Led by Karen Gerwitz, President & CEO, World Trade Center Denver  

 Denver Botanic Gardens, The Orangery 
ACE Colorado Icebreaker activity will get the program started with each delegate venturing out  
among the group to learn more about each other.  
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Fun, meaningful, specific questions will be given with the goal for each delegate to collect as  
many answers as possible from their colleagues within the amount of time given.  This is certain 
to get the conversation flowing.  
 

 Wellness Break 
5:45 pm – 6:00 pm 
Denver Botanic Gardens, The Orangery 
 
 Welcome Reception: Flowers, Refreshments, Food & Friends! –  

Sponsored by Metro Denver Economic Development Corporation (MDEDC) 
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

 Denver Botanic Gardens, The Orangery 
 Sustainability, tourism, recreation, entertainment, and urban agriculture 

 
Participants: Colorado Consular Corps, local global business and academic community, local VIP 
and dignitaries 
 
Speakers: Key leaders from the United States Government and the Organization of American 
States as ACE Committee, Ecuador as the Chair of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network 
(RIAC), and the Local Hosts, State of Colorado and the City of Denver. With a special sponsor, J.J. 
Ament, Chief Executive Officer from the Metro Denver Economic Development Corporation. 
 
Topics: Learn firsthand about a true Denver staple - a sustainable, recreational and educational 
amenity in the heart of the city. Showcase sustainability efforts and vision, diversity and inclusion 
projects as well as global initiatives surrounding international horticultural research. Highlight 
commitment to increasing access to fresh, healthy food through urban community-based projects 
along with conservation, preservation and biodiversity endeavors and research. Spotlight how The 
Gardens not only foster the next generation of scientists and horticulturists, but how it also serves as 
a quintessential attraction for Denver's entertainment lifestyle and vibe. 
 
Outcome: Explore the connection of individuals, nature and food as well as the implementation of 
diverse and sustainable programs to achieve global transformation, while protecting natural habitats 
for future generations. 
. 
 Wrap Up, Wellness Break 

7:30 pm - 7:45 pm – Walk to entrance to load buses 
 

 Denver Botanic Gardens to Art Hotel 
7:45 pm - 8:00 pm – Commuting 
 
 

 
 Attire of the day: Business casual.  At the National Western Center you will be touring on an 

active construction site and walking for about 5-10 minutes. We suggest casual attire such as pants 
or jeans. No skirts, dresses, high heels, wedges, ballet flats or any open-toe shoe. Please wear 
comfortable, sturdy walking shoes (hiking boots or construction boots recommended). 
 
At 5:30pm participants will have the opportunity to change to a semi-formal attire for the evening 
reception. A semi-formal attire is a little more formal than business attire. 
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 Load up bus  
7:30 am - 7:45 am 
 

ART Hotel to Coohills Restaurant 
7:45 am - 8:00 am - Commuting 
 
 P3 Projects in Denver – The intersection of tourism and economic 

development   
8:00 am - 9:45 am 

 Coohills Restaurant (local French restaurant) with the coordination of Visit Denver.  Breakfast will 
be provided.  

 Tourism, Hospitality, Small Business, Restaurant 
 
Participants: Visit Denver, Coohills Restaurant, Denver Economic Development & Opportunity 
 
Speakers: Richard Scharf, CEO, VISIT Denver; Diane & Tom Coohills, Owners & Founders, 
Coohills; Stephanie Garnica, Global Business Development Director, Denver Economic Development 
& Opportunity, City and County of Denver 
 
Topics: Welcome to the Mile High City where 300 days of sunshine, a thriving cultural scene, 
diverse neighborhoods and natural beauty combine for the world’s most spectacular playground.  
Learn about Denver’s dynamic convention and visitors bureau that actively collaborates with local 
government and industry to promote our city, attract visitors and businesses alike plus maintain a 
resilient economy through support of the arts, food and beverage scene, conventions and more!  
 
Outcomes: Learn new ways to work with the hospitality sector to attract business and tourists to 
your community. Understand how P3’s work and get inspired for new ways to pursue them.  Explore 
business opportunities with Visit Denver via the conventions they host. 
 

Coohills to Denver International Airport (DEN) 
9:45 am – 10:30 am - Commuting 
 
 Arrive and Wellness Break 

10:30 am – 10:45 am 
The Westin Denver International Airport 
 
 One Mile Closer! Conversation with Denver International Airport 

leadership and Denver Workforce Services about the importance of an 
airport as an economic engine and gateway to a region  
The Denver International Airport (DEN) is the primary economic engine of the State of Colorado, 
generating more than $26 billion for the region annually. It is the fifth-busiest airport in the U.S.  
10:45 am – 12:00 pm 
 The Westin Denver International Airport, Banquet Room TBD 

 Aviation, infrastructure, Mobility, Culture 
Lunch will be provided 
 
Participants: DEN leadership (Cristal DeHerrera, EVP/Chief of Staff; Ken Cope, SVP/Real Estate 
Development; Laura Jackson, Vice President of Route Development; Rachel Gruber, Manager of 
Regional Affairs)  
 
Topics: Learn about the important role of the airport not just as a transportation hub, but as a 
gateway to a region and economic engine of a community.  Also learn about how Denver’s Workforce 
Services Center located inside the airport, helps create job opportunities and establish a talent 
pipeline.  This office attracts a diverse workforce and builds upon the city’s efforts around diversity, 
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equity and inclusivity 
Outcomes:  Exploration of route development between Denver with cities/countries represented by 
the ACE delegates; Learn how an economic development team can leverage their local airport to 
attract and retain business in their community 
 

 Wellness Break & Lunch 
12:00 pm – 12:25 pm 
 

 Load Buses 
12:25 pm – 12:30pm 
 

 Denver Airport to Anschutz Medical Campus  
12:30 pm – 12:55pm – Commuting  
 

 Anschutz Medical Campus: A Long History of Academic, Research, 
and Treatment Excellence!  
The largest academic health center in the Rocky Mountains and a world-class medical destination at 
the forefront of transformative education, science, medicine and healthcare. Learn about how this key 
player helped drive the COVID response and recovery.   
12:55 pm – 2:25 pm 

 Anschutz Medical Campus, Fitzsimons Building 
 Life Sciences, higher education, innovation  

 
Participants: Kim Muller, Executive Director of CU Innovations; Dr. Edwin Asturias, 
Professor and Director of Latin American Projects, Center for Global Health; Dr. Steve 
Berman, Professor of Pediatrics, Director, Center for Global Health; Steve VanNurden, 
Associate Vice-Chancellor of Biotechnology, University of Colorado/Anschutz Medical 
Campus and President and CEO, Fitzsimons Innovation Community 
 
Topics: The University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus is the largest academic 
health center in the Rocky Mountain region, and a world-class medical destination at the 
forefront of transformative education, science, medicine, and healthcare. This esteemed 
panel will talk about innovation and investment strategies in the life science, med-tech and 
academic sectors.  
 
Outcomes: Discover opportunities for joint research, student and faculty exchange plus 
business and investment opportunities via Fitzsimons Innovation Center.
 

 Wellness Break 
2:25 pm - 2:35 pm  
 

Load Buses 
2:35 pm - 2:40 pm  
 

Anschutz Medical Campus to National Western Center 
2:40 pm - 3:00 pm  
Commuting 
 

 Giddy Up! 2.2 Million Square Feet of Agriculture Innovation, 
Research Labs, Farmers Markets, International Conferences & 
Outdoor Festivals  
The National Western Center is a reimagined master-planned campus that will be a vibrant, dynamic 
and accessible education and entertainment environment. Participants will hear from the lead 
organizations about how collaboration brought this project to life and will learn about opportunities for 
their respective communities to tap on opportunities with respect sustainability, water, and food.  
3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 

 National Western Center, Stockyards Event Center 
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 Agriculture, Agtech, Water, and Sustainability 
 
Participants: Colorado State University leadership, National Western Center Executive Director, 
City & County of Denver 
 
Speakers: Tykus Holloway, Executive Director, Mayor’s Office of the National Western Center, City 
and County of Denver; Brad Buchanan, President, National Western Center Authority; Jocelyn Hittle, 
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Colorado State University System (CSU), CSU Spur 
 
Topics: Redevelopment of 2.2 million square foot agricultural campus. Low-carbon, resilient 
campus with energy-efficient buildings that are powered by renewable energy, including thermal heat 
from wastewater. Innovation in agriculture, and food safety. 
 
Outcomes: New partnerships for agriculture-related technological development, research 
exchanges, business and investment opportunities.  Learn how the campus will source nearly 90% of 
its heating and cooling from an underground sewer pipeline. When complete, the system will be the 
largest sewer-hear recovery system in North America. The campus’ education partner, Colorado 
State University System and their CSU Spur campus is made up of 3 buildings focused on food, 
water and health and will be a hub for research related to important world issues and be open to the 
public as a place for experiential education. 
 
 Wellness Break 

3:45pm – 4:00pm 
National Western Center 
 
 Breakout Conversations 

4:00pm – 4:45pm 
National Western Center 
Campus tour and networking. Break into 2-3 groups to experience all three site activities (Building 
Tour, Networking Room, External Site Tour) 
 

National Western Center to Art Hotel 
4:45 pm - 5:10 pm  
Commuting 
 

 Wellness Break (change to semi formal attire) 
5:10 pm – 5:45 pm 
Art Hotel 
Refresh, change clothes 
 

 Evening Reception in Denver sponsored by Bank of America 
5:45 pm - 7:30 pm 

 Art Hotel, FIRE Terrace (4th Floor) 
 Food & Bev, sports, outdoor recreation 
 Heavy apps and beverages provided 

 
Participants: Colorado Consular Corps, global business and academic community, local VIP and 
dignitaries 
 
Speakers: Jared Polis, Governor, State of Colorado (TBC); Michael B. Hancock, Mayor, City and 
County of Denver; Deborah Cameron, Chief Business Development Officer, Denver Economic 
Development & Opportunity, City and County of Denver; FloraJane DiRienzo, Deputy Director, 
Biennial of the Americas; Raju Patel, Denver Market President, Bank of America (sponsor) 
 
Topics: Illustrate Denver’s welcoming nature for foreign commerce and all cultures.  An urban 
setting with a unique and remarkable balance of a thriving, inclusive economy and an unapparelled & 
healthy way of life.  A business-friendly ecosystem, with a young and talented workforce. 
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Outcome: Depart with a sense of Denver serving as an entrepreneurial hub, a center for 
innovation, diversity, culture, art and sports, as well as an ideal locale for foreigners and business 
expansion and collaboration. 
 

 Should the delegation wish to seek out additional meal options at night, some alternatives are the 
following: 

● The Art Hotel has Fire Restaurant & Lounge on the 4th floor  
● Torchy’s Tacos is directly across the street 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attire of the day: Business. Please wear comfortable shoes for walking. 
 

 Check out of Art Hotel and load up buses  
7:00 am - 7:45 am 

 
 Art Hotel to Commons on Champa via buses 

7:45 am - 8:00 am - Commuting 
 
 Denver’s Inclusive Entrepreneurial Journey Starts Here 

8:00 am - 8:25 am 
Commons on Champa, Innovation Lounge  
Grab and go, individual portions breakfast 
Commons community members available to network/share stories 
 
8:25 am - 9:15 am 
Commons on Champa 

 Entrepreneur, startup ecosystem 
Participants: Downtown Denver Partnership, Commons on Champa, City & County of Denver, 
local entrepreneurial community including entrepreneurs, mentors, and investors. 
 
Speakers: Kate Barton, SVP/Executive Office, Downtown Denver Partnership; Erik Mitisek, Co-
Founder, Denver Startup Week; Tim Martinez, Global Business Development Manager, Denver 
Economic Development & Opportunity; Tami Door, CEO, Downtown Denver Partnership.  
 
Topics: Denver’s innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem including the Commons on Champa, 
and Denver Startup Week ecosystem; Economic Development initiatives, State of Downtown Denver. 
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Outcome: Identify opportunities for scaling companies to enter the North American market with a 
soft landing in Denver.  Experience a free innovation space made possible through public/private 
partnerships.  Learn how the central business district embraces entrepreneurism in order to 
invigorate downtown living. 

 

 Wellness Break, Board Buses 
9:15 am – 9:30 am 
Commons on Champa 

 
 Commons on Champa to United States Air Force Academy 

(USAFA) 
9:30 am - 11:00 am- Commuting to Colorado Springs 

 
  Service and Community: The Impact of the Defense Industry 

11:00 am - 12:45 pm 
 Doolittle Hall, United States Air Force Academy (USAFA 
Defense 

The Air Force Academy is both a military organization and a university. The 10th Air Base Wing 
comprises more than 3,000 military, civilian and contract personnel who conduct all base-level 
support activities, including law enforcement and force protection, civil engineering, communications, 
logistics, military and civilian personnel, financial management, services and the clinic, for a military 
community of about 25,000 people.  
 
Opening Presenters/Moderator: El Paso County Commissioner Longinos Gonzalez Jr.; Air 
Force Academy Foundation and Association of Graduates Chief Executive Officer, Lieutenant 
General (retired) Mike Gould; Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade 
(OEDIT) Aerospace and Defense Industry Champion, Jay Lindell 
 
Panel Speakers: Colonel Christopher McClernon, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Research for United 
States Air Force Academy; Reggie Ash, Chief Defense Development Officer for the Colorado Springs 
Chamber and Economic Development Corporation; Shawnee Starr, Founder & Chief Executive 
Officer of TechWise; Major General Garrett Harencak, Vice President of Strategic Defense Programs 
for Jacobs Engineering Group; Patrick Barrett, Chief Executive Officer of Catalyst Campus; Kimball 
Edwards, Executive Vice President and Chief Technical Officer for TMC Design  
 
This presentation and industry panel is covering the topic of the economic impact of the defense 
industry in Colorado, specifically within the Pikes Peak Region, as well as the collaborative nature 
between local defense industry companies and military bases. The panel discussion will feature key 
stakeholders of El Paso County’s defense industry, moderated by Jay Lindell, followed by a time for 
interactive questions and answers. 
 

 USAFA to Garden of the Gods Club 
12:45 pm - 1:00 pm – Commuting 
 

 Wellness Break 
1:00 pm – 1:15 pm 
 

 Taking Action: Disaster Mitigation & Emergency Management 
The Garden of the Gods is a public park located in Colorado Springs, Colorado. It is a registered 
National Natural Landmark with beautiful views, towering sandstone rock formations. This world-class 
Visitor & Nature Center and museum is one of the most visited attraction in Colorado. From their 
early beginnings in 1951, the vision of the Garden of the Gods Resort and Club was grand and 
ambitious: to create the ultimate escape where recreation and relaxation reign supreme – and where 
the distractions of the outside world disappear, bringing the things that matter most clearly into focus.  
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1:15 pm - 2:40 pm 
 Garden of the Gods Club 
 Disaster Mitigation & Emergency Management  

 
Presenters: El Paso County Commissioner Holly Williams; Mike Myers, Wildland Fire Chief for 
Colorado Springs Utilities; Michael Schaub, Pikes Peak Regional Office of Emergency Management  
 

 Outcomes: Wildfire Disaster Mitigation, Emergency Management, and COVID-19 Relief have 
been areas that El Paso County has led the region in best practices. If mutually beneficial, each of 
these entities would be able to offer collaboration in sharing best practices, research, technology, and 
program-building resources related to emergency management and disaster mitigation. 
 
 

 Garden of the Gods to National Cybersecurity Center (NCC) 
2:40 pm - 3:15 pm – Commuting & Wellness Break 

 
 Securing a Nation: National Cybersecurity Center Tour and 

Presentation 
3:15 pm - 4:40 pm 

 National Cybersecurity Center (NCC) 
 Cybersecurity  

 
Presenters/Participating Companies: Harry Raduege, Chief Executive Officer of the National 
Cybersecurity Center; Martin Wood, Vice Chancellor of the University of Colorado – Colorado 
Springs; Patrick Barrett, Chief Executive Officer of Catalyst Campus 
 

 This presentation and tour are to promote and share about the National Cybersecurity Center 
(NCC) services, especially in concerns to their space Information Sharing and Analysis Center 
(ISAC), and to discuss University research partnerships and service contracts with local cybersecurity 
companies. 
 

 Startups Showcase: Information Technology Industry Tour 
4:40 pm - 5:45 pm 

 Exponential Impact (XI) 
 Information Technology  

 
Presenters/Participating Companies: Natasha Main, Executive Director of Exponential 
Impact; Startup Companies: Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development 
Corporation; Pikes Peak Small Business Development Center; SparkMindset; Aftermarket Analytics; 
Cyber Software Distributors; Fit SW; Murray Security Services; Titan Robotics 
 

 After the cybersecurity session, guests will move into the Exponential Impact space for a 
presentation about the local Information Technology industry ecosystem and will get to participate in 
a meet and greet with local IT startups; small businesses; and large, established companies to hear 
their personal stories and get a tangible opportunity to try out some of the technologies. 
 
 

 NCC to CLAY Venues  
6:00 pm - 6:15 pm – Commuting & Wellness Break 
 

 Wellness Break 
6:15 pm – 6:30 pm 
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 Arts with a Purpose: Dinner Reception and Presentation 
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

 CLAY Venues  
 Arts and Culture 

 
Presenters/Participating Companies: Andy Vick, Executive Director of the Cultural Office of 
the Pikes Peak Region; Downtown Partnership; 291 Colorado Whiskey; Lee Spirits; Grass It Up!; 
Local Artists 
 

 The Delegation will enjoy dinner and a presentation about the economic impact of arts & culture in 
our region, the Military Arts Connection program, and the innovation of the creative sector in the 
Pikes Peak Region to respond to the needs of our military service members, veterans, and their 
families as a best practice that can be replicated elsewhere. 
 

 After dinner, guests are given the opportunity to explore the work of local artists, enjoy curated 
beverages crafted by local companies 291 Colorado Whiskey and Lee Spirits, and listen to bluegrass 
music by a local band, Grass It Up. 
 

 CLAY Venues to Antlers Hotel 
8:30 pm - 8:35 pm - Commuting 
 

 Hotel Check-in 
8:35 pm  

 Antlers Hotel 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attire of the day: Business. At 4:30pm participants will have the opportunity to change to a semi-
formal attire for the evening reception.  A semi-formal attire is a little more formal than business attire.  
 

 Load bus  
7:30 am - 7:45 am 
 

 Antlers Hotel to William J. Hybl Sports Medicine and Performance 
Center  
7:45 am - 8:00 am - Commuting 
 
 

 The Ultimate Public-Private Partnership in Sports Medicine: How a 
Shared Vision and Collaboration are Growing Opportunities and the 
Community  
8:00 am - 10:15 am 

 William J.Hybl Sports Medicine and Performance Center  
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 Sports Medicine & Performance 
Presenters: Chancellor Venkat Reddy, Chancellor of University of Colorado – Colorado Springs; 
William (Bill) J. Hybl, Executive Chairman of the El Pomar Foundation; Mayor John Suthers, Mayor of 
City of Colorado Springs; Kevin Laudner, Dean of Nursing College for the University of Colorado – 
Colorado Springs; Steve Johnson, Co-Executive Director of the William J. Hybl Sports Medicine and 
Performance Center; Bill Lueck, Co-Executive Director of the William J. Hybl Sports Medicine and 
Performance Center; Jason Mitchler, Director of Operations at the William J. Hybl Sports Medicine 
and Performance Center 
 

 Guests will enjoy breakfast at the William J. Hybl Sports Medicine and Performance Center for a 
presentation about the brand-new Center and its partnership with Centura Health. The discussion will 
include how this Center creates the potential for research partnerships and greater 
University/industry partnerships. The session will end with a tour of the facility. 
 

 Driving by the new Hockey Ed Robson Arena 
10:15 am - 11:00 am - Commuting 
 
 Sports Economy – How a Soccer Team and their Stadium is 

Reshaping Downtown Colorado Springs  
11:00 am - 11:50 am 

 Weidner Field  
 Sports Economy 

 
Presenter: President of Switchbacks FC, Nick Ragain 
 

 Guests will walk through Weidner Field and learn about how the field and Switchbacks FC soccer 
team contribute to regional economic development. Weidner Field is the only downtown sports 
complex in Colorado Springs – Should a country be interested in developing a sports complex in their 
Downtown and implementing semi-professional sports teams that impact local economy, the 
Switchbacks Stadium offers indoor and outdoor spaces for special events ranging from 20 – 15,000 
attendees. With 117,000 sq. ft. of event space, the stadium offers sprawling views of Pikes Peak and 
the Rocky Mountains, the stadium field, and downtown Colorado Springs. 
 

 Walk to Olympic Museum, Group Photo 
11:50 pm - 12:15 pm - Commuting  
 

 Wellness Break 
12:15 pm – 12:30 pm 
 
 The Creation of the City for Champions and Olympic City USA 

Known as “Olympic City USA,” Colorado Springs is at the heart of the United States’ Olympic 
movement and the epicenter of an extensive sports industry. In 1978, the United States Olympic 
Committee, now the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee, moved its headquarters from 
New York City to Colorado Springs. Along with the Committee, the largest of three official United 
States Olympic and Paralympic Training Centers and 24 national governing bodies of sport reside 
within the City of Colorado Springs. The United States Olympic and Paralympic Museum will be 
opened during ACE for VIP access. 
12:30 pm - 1:15 pm 

 Olympic Museum 
 Public Private Partnership 

 
Presenters: Mayor John Suthers, Mayor of the City of Colorado Springs; Chris Jenkins, Chief 
Executive Officer of Norwood Development Group; Mike Beagley, Manager of Community Relations 
for the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee; Harris Kalofonos, Founder of Young 
Champion Ambassadors 
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 Guests will enjoy lunch in the upper conference room of the museum where Mike Beagley will 
discuss the Olympic Spirit of the community and how it has played a role in the local brand, then 
Mayor Suthers will talk about the creation of the Olympic City USA brand, Sister Cities connections, 
and City for Champions projects. Harris Kalofonos will discuss the founding of Young Champion 
Ambassadors program, and Chris Jenkins will talk about City for Champions and the future of 
Southwest Downtown. 

 Wellness Break 
1:20 pm – 1:30 pm 
 
 Going for Gold – What Makes TeamUSA  

1:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
 Olympic Museum 

 
Presenters & Tour Guides: Robert Bready, Vice President of Museum Operations; Guest 
Experience Team Members 
 

 Private White Glove Presentation/Partial Tour/Video.
 

 Olympic Museum to Qualtek Manufacturing  
2:45 pm - 3:00 pm - Commuting 
 
 Rebuild, Retool, Recover – The Evolution of the Manufacturing 

Industry (Post Covid Manufacturing) 
3:00 pm - 4:15 pm 

 Qualtek Manufacturing Inc. 
 Manufacturing 

 
Presenters: Tim Heaton, President of Colorado Advanced Manufacturing Association; Chris 
Fagnant, President of Qualtek Manufacturing; Tom Neppl, President of Springs Fabrication, LLC; 
Tony Feltman, President and Owner of Spire Manufacturing Solutions  
 

 In this session, guests will get a brief walking tour through Qualtek Manufacturing and will learn 
from manufacturing industry representatives about the collaborative nature and capabilities of the 
manufacturing ecosystem in the El Paso County/Colorado Springs region and the various changes 
our region’s manufacturing industries have navigated together through the years. 

 Qualtek to Antlers Hotel 
4:15 pm – 4:30 pm - Commuting 

 Refresh & Get Prepared to the Evening Activities  
*Change into semi-formal attire (tie required for men) 
4:30 pm – 5:15 pm 
Antlers Hotel 

 Antlers Hotel to Broadmoor 
5:15 pm – 5:30 pm - Commuting 

 Learn about El Paso County’s Experience Economy Alongside 
Elected Officials & Community Leadership 
5:30 pm – 8:15 pm 

 Broadmoor  
 Tourism and Hospitality 
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 Attire of the evening: Semi-formal attire (tie required for men).  A little more formal than business 
attire.  
 
Opening Presenters: El Paso County Commissioner Carrie Geitner; El Paso County 
Commissioner Stan VanderWerf 
 
Moderator/Panel Speakers: Kyle Hybl, President and Chief Executive Officer of El Pomar 
Foundation; Becky Leinweber, Executive Director at Pikes Peak Outdoor Recreation Alliance; Doug 
Price, President and Chief Executive Officer at Visit Colorado Springs; Scott Flexman, Vice President 
of Sales and Marketing at The Broadmoor  
 

 Delegates will enjoy dinner and a panel discussion about the experience economy and unique 
tourism opportunities in the El Paso County/Colorado Springs region while enjoying dinner and 
cocktails with elected officials and community leaders representing the El Paso County region. 
 

 Broadmoor to Antlers Hotel  
8:15 pm - 8:30 pm – Commuting 
 
 
 
 

 Attire of the day: Business. Must have close toed shoes and women as men should also wear full-
length pants.   

 Check out of Antlers Hotel and bring luggage to the lobby to be 
loaded on the bus 
7:00 am - 7:25 am 
 

 Regional Ecosystems and their Role in Recovery - Breakfast & 
Presentation 
7:25 am - 9:00 am 

 Antlers Hotel 
 
Presenters: El Paso County Commissioner Cami Bremer; Dirk Draper, President & Chief 
Executive Officer for the Colorado Springs Chamber & Economic Development Corporation; Dr. 
Charles Benight, Executive Director of the Lyda Hill Institute for Human Resilience  
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 Dirk Draper, President & Chief Executive Officer for the Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC, will 
provide a brief overview of international opportunities for commerce in Colorado and the business-
friendly environment of the El Paso County/Colorado Springs region and introduce Dr. Benight who 
will provide a discussion on advancing human resilience through interdisciplinary research, healing 
therapies, and community training and empowerment, specifically in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Delegates will then have the opportunity to ask questions and network with all the entities 
and industries that participated throughout El Paso County’s ACE tour to making any final 
connections before heading to Jefferson County.  
 
 

 Antlers Hotel to the American Mountaineering Center 
9:00 am - 11:15 am – Commuting 

 The American Mountaineering Center: Lunch and Panel Discussion 
on Rescue, Recovery, and Disaster Response 
11:15 am – 12:45 pm   
 

 Wellness Break 
12:45 pm – 1:00 pm 
 
 The American Mountaineering Center Museum Tour 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm   
 

Commute to Colorado School of Mines (CSM) 
2:00 pm - 2:30 pm - Commuting 
 

 Mining Tomorrow – Tour of School Labs 
(Education to solve the problems related to earth, 
energy and the environment) 
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

 CSM 
 

 CSM will be sharing best practices in engineering education as the number one engineering school 
in the Nation as well as presenting opportunities for joint research, and opportunities for collaboration 
in public/private partnerships 
 
Colorado School of Mines is a public university focused on science and engineering, dedicated to 
educating and inspiring students, advancing knowledge, and innovating to address the great 
challenges society faces today—particularly those related to earth, energy and the environment. 
Founded in 1874 with specialties in mining and metallurgy, Mines’ scope and mission have expanded 
to meet the needs of industry and society, producing distinctive graduates and revolutionary 
innovations, and becoming a world leader in advancing sustainable use of the Earth’s resources. 
Participants will explore opportunities for collaboration, joint research, and sharing of best practices 
as you engage with thought leaders who are conducting education and research in engineering and 
science to solve the world’s challenges related to the earth, energy, and the environment. 
 

CSM to Denver Marriott West 
4:30 pm - 5:00 pm – Commuting 
 
 Check-in/ Downtime 

5:00 pm - 6:45 pm 
 Denver Marriott West 

 

Denver Marriott West to The Fort 
7:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Commuting 
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 Native American Economies - Dinner  
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm 

 The Fort 
 
 

The Fort to Denver Marriott West 
10:00 pm - 10:30 pm – Commuting 

 
 
 

 
Attire of the day: Business.  

Participants will have the opportunity to change to a business casual attire at 6:00pm to attend the 
closing reception.  
 
Important notes of the day: 
Please bring your passport and ID card with you at all times to access to U.S. government facilities.  
 
Participants will be asked to help fill out the final ACE Colorado survey before the end of the program.    
 

 Load up bus 
7:00 am - 7:15 am 
 

Marriott West to Pilatus 
7:15 am - 8:00 am - Commuting 
 

 Role of Regional Aviation in Post COVID trade and 
economies. Breakfast with Jefferson County Commissioners 
and Mayors 
8:00 am - 9:00 am 

 Pilatus 
 
Presenter: Jeffco Commissioner Tracy Kraft Tharp, Airport Director Paul Anslow; RMMA Board 
Chair Phil Rosnik 
 
Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd is the only Swiss company to develop, produce and sell aircraft 
to customers around the world. With over 2,000 employees at its headquarters, Pilatus is one of the 
largest employers in Central Switzerland. Pilatus provides training for about 130 apprentices in 13 
different professions – job training for young people has always been a very high priority at Pilatus. 
ACE participants will enjoy breakfast and a tour of their wonderful facility in Jeffco. Colorado believes 
in the global economy and works to provide its businesses with the resources they need to connect 
and be successful in markets around the globe. Engage in conversations at Pilatus Aircraft Ltd. 
around opportunities for point-to-point partnerships within foreign trade zones, establish relationships 
that will encourage greater trade through resources provided by the Denver World Trade Center, 
Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade, and The U.S. Export Assistance 
Center. 
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 Company tour 
9:00 am -10:00 am 
 Pilatus 

 

Pilatus to Terumo BCT  
10:00 am - 10:45 am - Commuting 
 

 Security at Terumo 
10:45 am - 11:00 am 

 Terumo BCT 
 

 Blood, Cells, and Covid - Terumo & Bioscience Association Expo  
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 Terumo BCT 
Terumo is a global leader in blood component, therapeutic apheresis and cell therapy technologies,  
is the only company with the unique combination of apheresis collections, manual and automated  
whole blood processing and pathogen reduction technologies. They believe in the potential of blood  
and cells to do even more for patients than they do today. This belief inspires their innovation and  
strengthens their collaboration with customers. Colorado is home to a vibrant and growing cluster  
of research institutions, renowned scientists, and more than 1,700 bioscience-related companies  
that are developing breakthroughs in life-saving drugs and devices. 
 
Presenters/Participating Companies: Antionette Gawin - Terumo BCT, Jennifer Jones - CO 
Bioscience Association - Boulder Botanicals, Zimmer Biomet, 3D systems 
 
Structure: Terumo BCT in collaboration with the Colorado Bioscience Association hope to put on 
an expo showcasing cutting edge technology and practices.  
 

 Lunch and discussion 
12:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 Terumo BCT 
The lunch panel session is still in development but might be shorter to provide more time for 

participant interaction in the expo. Details are tbd as soon as possible. 
 

Terumo BCT to Lockheed Martin 
1:00 pm - 1:45 pm – Commuting 
 

 Security at Lockheed 
1:45 pm- 2:15 pm 

 Lockheed 
 

 Taking Flight – Lockheed Martin - Campus tour and simulations 
2:15 pm - 5:15 pm 

 Lockheed 
Lockheed Martin is an American global aerospace, security, and advanced technologies company 
with worldwide interests. Join the innovators from the team to learn about technologies that are being 
deployed worldwide, as well as probing the topic of innovation around workforce development. 
Explore opportunities for partnership and best practices in the realm of talent development as 
Lockheed experts share information on their more than 70 work-based learning programs, which 
include apprenticeships designed to skill workers for long-standing careers in aerospace and 
defense. 
Panel: Lockheed, Jay Lindell, Ball, ULA, Fauston, Manufacturers Edge, Space Foundation 
Partnerships: CSC 
 

Lockheed to Marriott 
5:15 pm - 6:00 pm - Commuting 
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 Hotel Down time  
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

 Denver Marriott West 
 Attire of the evening: Business Casual.  

 

Marriott to The Rose  
7:00 pm - 7:30 pm - Commuting 
 

 A New Beginning - Closing Reception of ACE Colorado at The Rose 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm 

 The Rose 
 

The Rose to Marriott 
10:00 pm- 10:15 pm - Commuting 
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