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Tuesday, September 12  
Schedule Participants’ Arrival  Comments 

10:00 – 22:00 

Reception of the participants attending the   
Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC) Meeting of Ministers, High-level 

Authorities and Competitiveness Councils 
 

 

 
Transfer for delegations available 
airport – hotel – airport  
 
Hotels: 
-Hyatt (Host Hotel, transfers will 
be made from here) 
-Presidente (next to the Hyatt 
Hotel) 

 
 

  

Wednesday, September 13 
Meeting of Ministers, High-level Authorities and Competitiveness Councils of the 
Americas  
*[Closed session and exclusively for RIAC Members] 

Schedule Participants’ Arrival  Comments 

8:00 – 8:50 
 

Welcome Country Delegations, RIAC partners,  
international organizations and special guests 

 
Registration to the meeting will 
begin at 8:00 a.m. 

9:00 – 10:30 

 
Part I – The RIAC and the Regional Competitive Landscape 

 
1. Welcome Remarks [20min] 

− Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal, Secretary of Economy, Mexico [10min] 
− Luis Almagro, Secretary General, Organization of American States (OAS) 

and RIAC’s Technical Secretariat [10min] 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda [3min] 
− Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal, Secretary of Economy, Mexico  

 

VALPARAISO 1 Lounge  
100 - 120 People 
[Close meeting for RIAC 
member] 
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3. Acceptance of New Members [5min]  
− OAS - Moderator  

 
4. Presentation of Mexico’s Report on the Implementation of RIAC’s Work Plan 

November 2016- September 2018 [30min]  
− Rocío Ruiz Chávez, Undersecretary for Competitiveness and Normativity, 

Secretary of Economy, Mexico [10min] 
− OAS (Technical Secretariat) [3min] 

 
Comments by: 

− Acisclo Valladares, High Presidential Commissioner for 
Competitiveness, Guatemala – RIAC Vicepresidency [3min] 

− Lucio Castro, Secretary for Productive Transformation of the Ministry 
of Production, Argentina [5min] 

 
 5.    Comments from country delegations and RIAC members [26MIN] 

 
Here it is expected that the countries hosting the activities of the RIAC during 
the period November 2015 to September 2017 and the participants / 
beneficiaries of these activities, can share with others their experiences, results 
and impacts obtained in their national, regional and local efforts 
 

10:30 – 11:00 Official Photo of the 2017 RIAC Meeting  Foyer VALPARAISO 1 Lounge 

11:00 – 11:20 Coffee Break and Networking 
CANAL 1 Lounge 
80 people 
Networking Zone 

11:20 – 13:00 

 
Part II– Perspective and Successful Practices on Competitiveness in the Americas  

 
6.     Regional Competitiveness Landscape and the 2017 Signs Competitiveness 
Report [10 min] 

− OAS (Technical Secretariat RIAC) [10min] 
 

7.     Mexico’s Practices on Competitiveness [30min] 

VALPARAISO 1 Lounge  
100 - 120 People 
[Close meeting for RIAC 
member] 
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a. Concrete Actions for the Operation of the Market and Improvement of 
the Business Environment in Mexico, Rocío Ruiz Chávez, Undersecretary for 
Competitiveness and Normativity, Secretariat of Economy, Mexico 
[15min] 

b. Entrepreneurship Strategies that Have Contributed to Foster the 
Competitiveness of National MSMEs, Alejandro Delgado Alaya, President 
INADEM [15min] 
 

8.    Open floor for countries to present best practices and relevant projects [50MIN] 
 
Interventions by country / institution / partner of the RIAC are contemplated for 
a maximum of 3-5 minutes each 

 

13:00 – 14:30 

RIAC’s Official Lunch with Representatives from the Private Sector  
offered for Members, Partners, Multilateral Organizations and Special Guests 

of the RIAC 
  

DIEZMO 1 y 2 Lounges  
160 people 
[Closed for RIAC and guests] 

14:30 – 16:30 

 
Part III – The Future of Competitiveness in the Americas Region 

 
9.     The Summit of the Americas Peru 2018 [30min] 

- RIAC Ministers and High-Level Authorities recommendations to the Summits of 
the Americas Process  
- Theme and Objectives of the Summit of the Americas, Government of Peru 
[10min] 
-Importance of Public-Private Collaboration on Competitiveness and 
Collaboration RIAC-ABD, Camilo Fernández de Soto, Specialist on Integration 
and Trade, IDB [10 min] 
 
Comments from country delegations and RIAC members [10MIN] 
 

10.    Presentation of RIAC’s Work Plan 2018-2020 (Commitments and projections, 
proposal for RIAC Sustainability Mechanism) [60 min] 

VALPARAISO 1 Lounge  
100 - 120 People 
[Close meeting for RIAC 
member] 
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− Guillermo Acosta, Undersecretary for Regional and Sectorial Articulation, 
Ministry of Production, Government of Argentina [10min] 

 
Comments from country delegations and RIAC members [50MIN] 
 

11.     Approval of Agreements, Recommendations, and Schedule of Activities (15 
min)  

- RIAC’s Work Plan september 2017-2019 approval  
- Approval of next venues for the activities of the RIAC: 
- * Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

(ACE) and technical visit 
- * Expert Group of Subnational Competitiveness (GTECS) 
- COMMENTS/COUNTRIES’ DOCUMENTS APPROVAL  

12.     Acknowledgment and Closing Remarks of the RIAC Meeting.Awards Delivery 
[5min] 

− Rocío Ruiz Chávez, Undersecretary for Competitiveness and Normativity, 
Secretary of Economy, Mexico 

− Luis Almagro, Secretary General, Organization of American States (OAS) and 
RIAC’s Technical Secretariat  
 

16:30 – 17:15 Conversation between the OAS Secretary General with representatives of the Caribbean 

16:30 – 18:00 Bilateral Meetings-Networking between Delegations and RIAC Partners (optional) 

16:30  Transfer form CitiBanamex Center to Hotel (optional) 

18:00 – 19:00 
Transfer to RIAC’s Cultural Dinner  

(Transfer from Citibanamex and Hotels to the Dinner) 
 

19:00 – 19:45 Guided Tour in the Chapultepec Castle  
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19:45 – 21:30 

RIAC’s Cultural Dinner  
 

Official welcome from the Delegations by the 
Secretary of Economy of Mexico and the Secretary General of the OAS 

Chapultepec Castle 

 
 
 
Thursday, September 14 
Tenth Americas Competitiveness Forum (X ACF) 

Schedule Participants’ Arrival  Comments 
8:00 – 16:00 Registration At the entrance 

09:20 – 9:40 

Opening Remarks of the X ACF  
 
Opening Remarks of the X Americas Competitiveness Forum and Introduction to the 
First Keynote Conference on Growth and Structural Reforms  

 Speakers: 

− Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal, Secretary of Economy, Mexico  
[10 min] 

− Kim Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Organization of 
American States [5 min] 
 

VALPARAISO 1 Lounge 
500 people 
[Open: National 
Entrepreneurship Week-VIP 
X ACF & RIAC] 

9:40 – 10:40 

Keynote Conference 
Structural Reforms: Catalysts of Competitiveness 

 
Main Structural Reforms in Mexico: Financial Sector, Telecommunications, Economic 
Competitiveness, Taxes, Energy, etc. and the challenges of their implementation 
 
Speaker: 

− Luis de la Calle Pardo, General Director, De la Calle, Madrazo, Mancera, S.C. 
 

 

VALPARAISO 1 Lounge 
500 people 
[Open: National 
Entrepreneurship Week-VIP 
X ACF & RIAC] 
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11:00 – 12:00 

 
SURA Magisterial Conference 

 
Practices and lessons learned in the management of a Company in the 
finance industry that wanted to promote innovation although it was in a 
highly regulated and rigid sector 
 
Speaker 
− Pablo Sprenger, General Director, SURA México 

 
VALPARAISO 2 y 3 Meeting Room 
1000 personas [Abierto: Semana Nacional del Emprendedor-VIP X FCA & 
RIAC] 
 
 

 
Latin-American 

Businesspersons Association 
(LAIA) Assembly 

 
Participants:  
- Fernando López, 
President, LAIA 
- LAIA Members 
 
*Venue: Business centers –G  
20-30 people 
[Close AILA]. 

12:00 – 12:20 Coffee Break and Networking 
CANAL 1 lounge 
80 people 
Networking zone 

12:20 – 13:50 
Simultaneous 

panels 

Towards the Transformation of 
Public Policies on Innovation in the 

Americas 
 
Presentation of projects dedicated 
to boost innovation to create 
opportunities for the development 
of the Americas 
 
Introduction 
Speaker: 
− Alejandro Delgado, President, 

National Institute of 

Exponential Technological 
Changes and the Impact for the 

Americas 
 

Impact of new technologies for 
the productivity and the 
sustainable development of the 
Region 
 
Speakers: 
− Enrique Cabrero Mendoza, 

General Director, CONACYT, 
Mexico 

Gender and Competitiveness: 
Women Participation in the 

Economic Agenda for a 
Sustainable Development 

 
Women empowerment as a key 
factor for business 
competitiveness 

 
Speakers: 
− Stephenie Foster, former 

Seniour Advisor and 
Councelor at the U.S. 



 

#AmericasACF 
8 

Entrepreneurship (INADEM), 
Mexico 

 
 
 
 
 
Context on Innovation and Good 
Practices 
− Mike Moffatt, Chief Innovation 

Fellow, Innovation, Science 
and Economic Development 
(ISED), Canada 
 

The Global Innovation Policy 
Accelerator (GIPA) Project 

- Tadashi Takaoka, 
Entrepreneurship Manager, 
CORFO, Chile 
- Juan Carlos Garavito, 
General Manager, iNNpulsa 
Colombia 
- Salvador Orozco Fernández, 
Director of Innovation, General 
Directorate of Innovation, 
Services and Internal 
Commerce, Secretary of 
Economy, Mexico 
 
Moderator: 
-Alex Glennie, Main 
Researchers on International 
Innovation, UK 
 

− José Ramón López Portillo, 
Coordinator of the Center for 
Mexican Studies, Oxford 
University 

− Mario Cimoli, Director of the 
Productive and Business 
Development Division, ECLAC. 

− Wilson Péres, Senior Economic 
Affairs Officer, Division of 
Productive Business 
Development, ECLAC 
 

Moderator: 
− Jesús Arturo Borja Tamayo, 

Director of International 
Cooperation, CONACYT, 
Mexico 

 
* Venue: DIEZMO 3 lounge 
120 people  
[Open: National Entrepreneurship 
Week-VIP X ACF & RIAC] 

Department of State, 
founder of Smash Strategies 

− Fernando López, President, 
Latin-American Industrial  
Association, LAIA 
− Lorena Cruz Sánchez, 

President, NaTional Institute 
for Women (INMUJERES), 
México 

− Andrés Yurén, Regional 
Specialist, International 
Labor Organization (ILO)for 
Latin American and the 
Caribbean  

 
Moderator: 
− Mónica Flores, President, Latin 

America, Manpower Group  
 
* Venue: DIEZMO 4 lounge 
120 people  
[Open: VIP X ACF & RIAC] 
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The Americas Competitiveness 
Exchanges on Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (ACE) Project 
 

- Marlon Brevé, President, 
UNITEC University, Honduras 
- Lejia Melanie Gideon, 
Manager on Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, BELTRAIDE 
Belize 
- Patrick Schaefer, Executive 
Director, The Hunt Institute, 
United States  
 
Moderator: 
-Shawn Ricks, Policy Senior 
Advisor, U.S. Department of 
Commerce  

 
Closing Remarks 
- Itzel Villa, General Director of 
Entrepreneurship and Finance 
Programs, National Institute of 
Entrepreneurship (INADEM), 
Mexico 

 
 

* Venue: High Impact Forum 
120 people  
[Open: National Entrepreneurship 
Week-VIP X ACF & RIAC] 
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14:00 – 16:30 X ACF Lunch with Private Sector Representatives 
(CCE, Mexico CONCAMIN and y Latin-American Industrial Association, LAIA  

VALPARAISO 1 lounge 
300 people 
 [Closed for RIAC members 
and guests] 

16:30 – 17:30 

 
Successful Practices to Promote Subnational Competitiveness 

 
Actions to Improve the Business Environment and Increase the Competitiveness of the Cities 
 
Speakers: 

− J. Welby Leaman, Senior Director, Global Government Affairs (America & Africa), Walmart  
− José Luis Romo Cruz, Secretary of Economic Development, Hidalgo, Mexico 
− Leonardo Lacovone, Senior Economist, Innovation, Technology and Entrepreneurship Global 
Practice, World Bank Group  

 
Moderator: 
  -  Guillermo Acosta, Undersecretary for Regional and Sectorial Articulation, Ministry of Production, 
Government of Argentina 
 
* Vanue: DIEZMO 1-2 lounge 100-120 people [Open: VIP X ACF & RIAC] 
 

17:45 -18:45 
 

Transfer form CitiBanamex Center to Hyatt Hotel (optional) 
 

20:00 -20:30 
SALÓN 1 

Transfer Ceremony of the RIAC Chair Pro Tempore from Mexico to Argentina 
 

Speakers: 
− Ildefonso Guajardo Villarreal, Secretary of Economy, Mexico 
− Lucio Castro, Secretary of Productive Transformation, Ministry of Production, 

Argentina 
 
Speakers: 

− Rocío Ruiz Chávez, Undersecretary for Competitiveness and Normativity, 
Secretary of Economy, Mexico  

− 34 OAS member states  

[Close VIP – X ACF &RIAC] 
Hotel Hyatt – Salon  
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Master of Ceremony: 
− Kim Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development (SEDI), OAS 

20:30-22:00 
SALÓN 2 

Official Dinner of the X Americas Competitiveness Forum 
(by invitation only) 

 
 

 
Friday 15  
Tenth Americas Competitiveness Forum (X ACF) 

Schedule Participants’ Arrival  Comments 
8:00 – 15:00 Registration At the entrance 

9:00 – 10:00 

Efficiency of the Markets Based on Modern and Effective Competitiveness Policies  
Actions to Foster a Proper Behavior of the Markets in a Context of Effective Competition 
 
Speakers: 
 

− Donville O. Innis, Ministry of Industry, International Business, Tradeand Small Business Development, 
Government of Barbados 

− Alejandra Palacios Prieto, Commissioner President, Federal Competition Commission 
− Economic Development (COFECE), México  
− Carlos Mora Gómez, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy, Industry and Trade, Government of 

Costa Rica 
 
Moderators: 
− Mario Umaña, Trade and Competitiveness Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 

 
* Venue: DIEZMO 1-2 lounge  

10:00 – 10:20 Coffee Break and Networking 
CANAL 1 lounge 
80 people 
Networking zone 

10:20 – 11:20 Competitiveness Indicators 
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Efforts Developed to Measure Some Aspects that Determine Competitiveness 
 
Speakers: 
− Rocío Ruiz Chávez, Undersecretary of Competitiveness and Normativity, Secretary of Economy, Mexico 
− Luis Porto, Advisor for Strategy and Organizational Development, OAS 
− Maria Lorena Gutiérrez, Minister of Trade, Industry and Tourism, Colombia* 
− Ibon Gil de San Vicente, Assistant Director, Basque Country Institute of Competitiveness (ORKESTRA), Spain 

 
Moderator: 

− Sergio Carrera Riva Palacio, Excecutive Director, Center for Research and Innovation in Information 
and Communication Technologies (INFOTEC), México  

* Venue: DIEZMO 1-2 lounge 
100-120 people (Open X ACF & RIAC) 

11:00 – 15:00 

Business Roundtable 
 

Virtual or Face-to-Face Meetings in the National Entrepreneurship Week to Forge Business Collaboration and 
Networks 
 
* Venue: Productivity and Business Ecosystem 
[Open X ACF & RIAC] 
 

11:30 – 12:30 
 

Promotion of Competitive, 
Safe, and Sustainable Ports 

 
Experiences, Investment 
Plans, and Port 
Development to Increase 
the Competitiveness of the 
Americas 
 
Speakers: 
 
− Jorge Metz, 

Undersecretary of Ports 
and Waterways of 

RIAC meeting with 
Authorities of Mesoamerica 

 
Meeting organized with the Bank 
Central American Integration 
(CABEI) and the Secretariat 
RIAC Technical to Dialogue 
on the progress and status of 
unified regional projects 
Countries participating (to 
confirm): 
- Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Belize, Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica. 

Meeting of leaders in Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship of the ACE project 

#ACXchange 
 

Dialogue between the organizing 
committee of the ACE, their hosts, 
ambassadors, and past participants, 
with the aim of exchanging ideas for 
strengthening the project and knowing 
the results / impact obtained by the 
beneficiaries 
 
*Venue: Business Center - G lounge for 
20-30 people 
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Argentina, Ministry of 
Transport, Argentina 

− Ana Margarita Reyes, 
Logistics Secretary of the 
Presidential Cabinet, 
Panama 

− Guillermo Ruíz de 
Teresa, General 
Coordinator of Ports and 
Merchant Marine, SCT, 
Mexico 

 
Moderator: 
− Jorge Durán, Secretary, 

Inter-American 
Committee on Ports 
(CIP), OAS 

 
 
* Venue: DIEZMO 4 lounge 
100-120 people [Open: VIP X 
ACF & RIAC] 
 

- SIECA (Integration Secretariat 
Economic Commission for Central 
America). 
 
* Venue: Business Center - 
Salon F for 10 people [Closed 
RIAC] 
 

[Close RIAC] 

12:30 – 13:00 Coffee Break and Networking  
CANAL 1 lounge 
100 people 
Networking Zone 

13:00 – 13:30 

Closing Ceremony of the Tenth Americas Competitiveness Forum 
 
− Javier Anaya Rojas, Head of the Competitiveness Unit, Secretary of Economy, 

Mexico 
− Kim Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS 
− Guillermo Acosta, Undersecretary of Regional and Sectorial Articulation, Ministry 

of Production, Argentina 
 

DIEZMO 4 lounge 
100-120 people 
 [Closed for RIAC members] 

 Guided Visit to the National Entrepreneurship Week  
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13:30 – 14:30 
 
 
 

 
Tour of the exhibition area of the National Entrepreneur Week 
 
Coordination: 
 
National Institute of Entrepreneurs (INADEM), Mexico 

 


